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75 25 Good Friend! 
Thank yo ſir heut kind Letrer, ah 
good opinion of me, but not for your 
importunity, where with you preſs me 
to give you my plain thoughts of a late 
bold Author; ao 2 entitles his Book, An E/- 
fo. Catbolick Communion. For to waſh off 
the varniſh; wherewith: he hath daub'd ſo 
many rotten Poſts, and to detect the artificial 
Shams, whereby he hath exploded ſo many 
weighty Controverſies ; and then having reſcu- 
ed Truth out of e fands of a Religious Ban- 
ht, would furniſh 
ich 1 have 


matter to fill a Folio, 


Frengtbh nor leiſare to write. I could — 


fore heartily Wiſh, that you had ſingled our 
ſome abler Pen, and made choice of a Perſon, | 


whoſeName and ccompliſhments might have 
anſwered other Men's expectations as well as 
Vour own; but though I might plead my de- 


"Oy * 


a Ma a e + Body, a as other rea- 
- __ fonable, ere yet ſeeing” you are fo very 


urgent, and ply me upon the ſcore of old 
Friendſhip, I will endeavour to aſſiſt you 


with ſome Opticks, wherewith you 


be enabled” to 
bad Cauſe, [ts of the thick Paint and 


" fme Colours laid upon it. The Author is a 


n the 1% face of a | 


Man of Learning, Parts, Cunning, and oo - I 


tainly of more defigns than one, which in 
my apprehenſion are none of the beſt, if any 
reſtraint of juſt Liberty have its tendency to 
Slavery ; yet conſidering the untoward temper 
of the: generality of Mankind, ſurely we 


F Extravagancy ; of which perhaps we have 
had more experience, than we have made 
gaod uſe of. For the looſe; and luxurianc 
Wits of theſe. licentious times, have ſto 


nant Opinions, that knowing not n 


have. thought it might be a 


fan; and though others, who. are ſenſible how 
apt: theſe kind of Cattle are. to break Pound, 
have thought this to be in its on nature im- 
practicable, yet ſeveral projetts have been ſe 
on four for that purpoſe; but to deal plainly 
Wich you, I think this Author hath far out- 


done them all. For put all together, botb 
what he will allow you in your on practice, 


and what he will oblige you to tolerate in 
others, and yet continue in the ſame Com- 


. and I * * any error or wick- 


foe 


x Wo . 4 


muſt confeſs, that exceſs of liberty 6 the Mother 


ed | 
us with ſuch. varie & thy of b and repug- 


to do wuh them, nor how to e em, 
courſe to 


encloſe them all 5 50 a Statate c Compre hben 


_. edneſs can be named, which at this rate m 


become a free denixen of the Cbriſtian Church 
for why, provided it be not Commended, it is 


not a ruſh matter what is Practiſed. They 
that will have a Maypole, -ſhall have a May- 
pole; and they that will not have a Maypole, 


ſhall not have a Maypole; but Neighbours 
What hindrance is this, but that we may all 


of us well enough agree to dance round the 


ſhall be a very honeſt good Man, and ſhall not 


a be, oblig'd to, worſhip Images; another is for 
the Morſhip Images. Why, he ſhall be zo/:rably 


good too, and ſhall be ſuffered to worſhip I- 


Commuion. Where can you find out a fitter 
Advocate and Patron for Libertiniſme and Licen- 


Nen of ill deſigns ſtand maſt in need of all 
others, to cover them with fair and alluring 


our Author's intention, or the real defign-he 
drives at, it muſt be acknowledged, that his 


would perſwade us he aims at; and though 
the Means he prefcribes for attaining it be ne- 
ver ſo incongruous, yet nothing is more de- 
ſirable than the thing itſclf, nothing more 
comfortable, nothing more advantagiovs ; 
if there were ſuch an unity as ought to be, 
inſtead of thinking it doing God good ſer- 
vice to take away innocent Lives, (which 
propheſy of our Saviour, 1 fear is roo much 


Maypole ? But (Which is worſe) one Man 
thinks it unlawful to worſhip Images, he then 


mages, provided that all concur in the ſame 


pretences; but not to enquire at preſent after 


pretence is not only fair, but great and glo- 
rious: The Unity, of the Church is what he 
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OR. rota in” our ape) it would work quite p 
" contrary effects; it would cool our Heats, 
Vai Miſe our Animoſities, heal our Breaches, end 2 
= our Quarrels; every where produce Peace, and | 
1 inflame Lobe; we ſhould be tender of each o- 
2  . thersgood, and do all we could to promote 
"4 it ; our Devorions would be performed cheer- 


m 
w 
fully, and our greateſt emulation would be, 5 
how to ourſtrip each other in Goodneſs, to le 
be moſt zealous in God's Service, and moſt * 
Charitable; Kind, and Aſſiſting to each other ; a7 
we mould chen every Where find the fame tt 
Faith, the ſame Friends, the fame Commu- - ſe 
nion, the ſame Brotherly Love and Kindnefs, | al 
and all the comforts, advantages and enjoy- di 
ments Which this World could afford, or our 


Hearts deſire in it; and when the reſt of the a 
unbeleiving World ſhould behold this beau- 7 
ty of Holineſs, and ſee ſuch regular Devo- 7 
tion, ſuch entire Love, and ſuch ſweer Har- 8 
mony and Concord among Chriſtians, how - be 
Wonid they he able to withſtand the allure- H 
ments and force of it, "uit come thronging di 


in to be made partakers of ſuch a happy 
State; till the Whole World ſhould reſound 
wich the Praifes of Our God, and all acknow- 
tdge his Son Jeſus Chriſt ? This would bring 
don a fort of Heaven upon Earth; and thus 
it would be, if Chriſtianity had its true effect 
upon the Hearts and Lives of the Profeſſors 
ofit. What exceſs of Madneſs then is it to 
abandon our own greateſt Intereſt, by em- 
broyling ſuch an hapy state? And how can 1 
he deicrve the name of a Chriſtian, who 
/ would: not 9 ali that he ati could 0 1 


"7+ 


procure and Promote Fa He that would. 
_ PR ok; him be Auat lema Aare. 


natha. 


which we have a lovely Pattern in the firſt 
d Chriſtians, ; but, however, it comes 


Ief Coat is rent into 10.1 many Pieces, that it 
is become Reg:; and none are more furious 
and implacable Enemies to each other, tian 
the greateſt part of thoſe, who . Lthem- 


ſelves Chriſtians. To range over the World, 
and enquire after the ſeveral. Cauſes of this 
diſmal decay of Chriſtiany would be an ouer- 


tedious undertaking: That which lyes before 
us is to examine the. Cauſe, — 5 our Au- 
thor. aſſigns as the obſtacle of ſuch a Commu- 
nion, as might in a great meaſure procure this 
Day. Now, though, it may be well done to 


begin at Home, and firſt ſweep our own. 
Houſe ; yet, they ſeem to deſcrve little ere- 


dit with reſpe& to others, who make ſmall. 


Conſcience of fallly accuſing themſelves; whe- 
ther he doth: or not is to be tried; but this 


he peremptorily ſaith even of à Church, 


vpereof he ſeems at leaſt to profeſs himſelf 4 5 
1 | Member, I not this 42 great. Blemiſh to OHY 
; Church, that wg; are in Communion with no part 
7 the Chriſtian. World ? That we are ſeparated | 


n all? &c. (p. 2.) here others will be apt 


; 1 . "uk ſay, babes. reum confitentem 5+ but let the 


. "= 
: 1 


fault lye where it will, it is a heavy Charge; 
for if the be 3 juſti6able in ſuch. a Separation, 

1 pit will Argue the State of Chriſtianity to be 
= :: moſt 


It is certain. this Unity would. be belt pro- s 4 a 
moted and effected by a Joint Communian, Of, 


85 It is quite other wiſe; Chriſt 5 ſeam- 
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moſt deſperately e ſo that tiere | 
might even now be room for that ſaying f = 


our Saviour; When the Son of Man cometh, ſhall © 
be find Faith on the Earth? (Luke 18. 8.) = 
an other hand if the fault be hers, and ſhe 
juſtifiable in ſuch a Separation, it will nor” 
05 y proclaim her the moſt haughty, inſo- 
lent, obſtinate Church on Earth, but ſee . 
to cut her off from the Catholick Church, 
and endanger the Salvation of all her Men" ; 
bers; bur either way the caſe is bad enough 
and therefore the truth of it ou gl to be 5 
quired nie 0 S295 Ain 3 25415} 
The Church is either Miitine or Ne > 
pbant, but both make up one Body, whereof - 
Chrift is the Head. With reſpeRtto the Churth © 
Triumphant, it is ſaid, aur Ship Fellow, in the 
Original it is vie,, our Communion is with ' 
the Father, and bis Son Feſus Chriſt, (1 John 1. 
30) and ſtill more fully with reſpect to. the 
whole Body of the gloriſed Saints it is ſaid, © 
nu yas m0 rb h & Sęcvols rag ge 2. 
3. 20 ) There: is an Emphaſis both in the word. 
Tokirehza vrdexa, Which our Tranſlation” 
doth nor, and perhaps cannot, fully reach; 
and ir doth fi gnifie, that che nature of che 
Chriſtian Society is ſuch, that thoſe on Earth” 
have a real Incorporation, Communication, 
Connexion or Conjunction with thoſe 'in - 
. Heaven, from whence appears dur preſent 
right to that bleſſed state, -and aſſurance that 
we ſhall hereafter enjoy it with them, and 
this is none of the leaſt of our Comforts and 
Advantages in being Chriſtians. Now III. 
2 18 our Author will not ſay, chat e 
15 


74 * 9 b * P E 
W is fo nice and ſtrait- ac dasto her Communion, . 
as to have no Communion with the Church 0 8 
= God in Heaven if he do, let his Church be 
= what it will, I deſire to have no Communion 
1 either with him Omer. 
= As to the Church Militant, 1 think I may lay 
it down as an acknowledged Truth, That ak 
is a duty incumbent on all Chriſtians, and all 
Chriſtian Churches on Earth to maintain the 
| ſameFaith, and rule of holy liuing, and] join in com- 
nmunion in the ſame, under lawfully ant horix d Pa- 
9 fact and that the Communĩon of each particu- 
ar Church ought to be fuch that they may own 
each others Communion to be Chriſtian and 
lawful;and ſuch, as when lawfully called there. 
to, they may lawfully Join rherein, ſo thar all 
the particular Members belong to and make 
up that one Body, which derives its gracious 
Influences from Chriſt the Head. Bur ſtill no 
particular Church is bound to impoſſs rbilities,nor 
to what is in it {elf ful: If therefore any par- 
ticular Church or Churches do ſeperare from 
others, or deny communion toothers, theCrime 
will follow theCauſe, and the guilty Party only 
in this caſe ſhall be anf werable, and it ſhall no- 
thing prejudice thoſe, who profeſſing the true 
Faith, and Rule of holy Living, extend their 
Chriſtian Communion as far as they lawfully 
can, bur that they ſhall till continue true Mem- 
bers of the Gatholick Church: For if it were 
= votchus, it would be in the Power of any par- 
= CFcicular Church upon any pique or humour by 
= - A ſeperation and denying Communion to o- 
cher to exclude all from the Catholick Church. | 
Ic iS not my prefent buſineſs to enquire into 


mie grounds and realons of Communion, bo, 
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it may in ſome meaſure hereafter. I am now 


A . * 4 


to examine, whether there be any truth in 
this dreadful charge, which he hath drawn up 
againſt the Church of England. That ſhe is in | 
Cemmunion With no 207 of the Chriſtian World, 
but ſeperated from all. Now tho' he is very de= 
ſirous, that the Church of England would ei: 
ther admit, or bear with much more than ne 
doth; yet he is not very quarrelſom with her 
for what the doth hold; and conſequently ſhe 
muſt be acknowledged to own all Churches, 
ſo far as they retain the ſame Faith andDo&rines 
with her. But Communion, properly ſpeaking, 
cannot be but with and under proper Gover- 
ours for that purpoſe ; now from the time 
that che Church was governed by an ordiza- 
ry ſtanding Power always to continue, upon 
the beſt ſearch that I have been able to make 
into Antiquity, I can find no other Communion 
bur Epiſcopal. 'As for Metropolitan, which was 
very early, and Patriarchal Power, which ſoon 
after aroſe, the Communion with them was qua- 
tenus Biſhops. They had had nothing to do with 
the 3derropolitan or Patriarch in this reſpect, if 
they had not been Biſhops. But I never read or 
heard that the Church of England ever ſepera- 
ted from any one Church in the World, much 
leſs from all, quatenus Epiſcopal, but was ready 


as ſuch to own and embrace them. 
But that we may ſtill come up more cloſe 
to this Author, I would deſire to know of him, 
hat Epiſcopal Churches in the Chriſtian World 
(thoſe of the Roman Communion exCepted, who 
have thruſt us from them) the Church of Eng- 
land doth refule, or is refuſed by them? Dr. 
-Bafi.r acquaints us, that being torc'd to travel 
„„ | during 
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¶ tence upon them, till it be tried, whether they 


(#11 5 


| during that horrid Rebellion begun in 41, he 


was kindly received in the Greek Churches, free- 
ly admitted to their Communion, and moreover 


EZ requeſted by them to Preach in their Cengrega- 
tions, and that he actually did fo. It is not 
long ſince, that che Archbiſhop of Ph:lopopels, 
| flying from Turkiſh Rage and Barbarity, came 
hither, and he conſtantly made his Application 
to the Biſhops and Churchmen, his converſation. 
Was wich them, and among them; what his 
X Communion was here I cannct ſay, as being 

not at all privy to that Affair; but I have not 
heard of any thing but Love and Kindneſs that 


paſs'd between them, which would hardly 


hare been fo great and ſteady, if either he had 
condemned their Communion, Or they denied him 
Communion. If we may rely on the Hiſtory 
vuricten by Ludolpbus, which hath been recei- 
ved with general applauſe, you may therein 
2X obſerve ſound remains of primitive Simpliciiy 
among the Habaſſinian Chriſtians, which are 
ſcarce to be found elſewhere; and I know not 
= what hinders, but that we might communicate 


with them, and they with us, if Opportunity 


did preſent; and without it we cannot. If the 
Armenian and Ruſſian Churches art charged with 
groſs Ignorance, it might be a good reaſon to 
pitty and ſuccour them, but not ro Excommuni- 
2X cate em. There are other Chriſtian Churches of 
other Denominations, ſome of which lye un- 
der ſeverer Imputations; but they being at 
vaſt diftance, and their Cauſe related by others, 
not themſelves, we paſs no peremptory Sen- 


n 
World more modeſt and ſparing of her Cen- 
fures with reſpect to other Churches, than the 
Church of England; ſo little reaſon had our 
Author to make her, by a total ſeperation 
in ee ro condemn. l.... 
But though I think this Gentleman hath 
done very ill co ſer the Church of England ar 
defiance with all Churches in the Chriſtian 
World ; yet ( if it could be lawfully and ho- 
neſtly done) I am ſo far from oppoſing what 
he pretends to be his defign,which (as he ſaith) 
is the enlarging ber Communion, and reſtoriug her 
ro her primitive ſtate; (S. 3.) but when J 
conſider the Methods whereby he would effect 


this, they ſeem to be very prepoſterous and 


unſuitable. For the great, and indeed the only 
thing he preſſeth to this purpoſe, is to reconcile 
us to the Church of Rome, and perſuade us to 
Join in Communion With it. Now as he is un- 
der a great miſtake, if he thinks this would 
make our Communion Catholick ; fo I think 


it to be a very odd way of reſtoring the Church 


of England io her primitive State, by making 
her recede farther from it than ſhe now is, in 
Joining in Communion with the Church of 
Rome, which has in more Particulars degene- 
rated from the primitive State than any Church 
Whatſocver. But ſince this is pxgpoſed as the 
_ muygeepexcy O Cure All our Diſeaſes Thar 
we be not put upon With Mountebank Tricks, 
it may be reaſonable to examine it. And in 
the firſt place ( ſetting aſide, at preſent, the 
mczits of the cauſe ) it may be a proper and 
pertinent Enquiry, what we ſbal get by it? For 
at that very time that we reconcile to the 
Church of Rome, We mult fall out with all oy 
re 


IT r<f of che Cbriſtian World. When we enter 


1 her Communicn, We ſhall be obliged to Pro- 


nounce all C hrifians out of that Communion to 


be either Hereticls or Scbiſmaticls, or bath, and 
to treat them as ſuch. Now, beſide the raſh- 
X neſs and uncharitableneſs of ſuch a Cenſure, 
this would be rather toſtreighten than enlarge 
our Communion. For Bir. Arcer aued in his 
Erzuiries hath made it appear, that the Chri- 
ſtians and Churches out of that Communion 


are far more numerous, than thoſe in it; and 


able with all choſe, which being not the pie- 


X ſert caſe of the Church of England, ſhe is 
X much better as the is; and to lote all the reſt 
of the Chriſtian World for Reme, would make 
= her not a Gainer but a Loſer. + wed: 4; 
It is ſmall encouragement to court the 
Communion of the Church of Reme, that we 
can get little or nothing by it: But there is 
another Queſtion of greater moment, viz: 
Ho we ſhall come by it, Or by what means we 
may attain to it? For if rhe difficulty be ſo 
great, that it is, either not at ail ro be had, or 
not upon tolerable Terms, we may ſpare our 
Courtthip, and better employ our pains in 
matters of nearer concern to us. There is 
no doubr bur Men of all Parties according as 
their Zeal, Abilities, and Opportunities ſerve; 
will be endeavouring to gain Proictices, bur 
ſuch pickering on both ſides, doth not reconcile 
Churches, bur rather exaſperate: And as for 
= the reconciliaticn of the Churches at this time, 
conſidei ing the preſent State of affairs, I look 
upon it as a matter impoſſible: For moſt of 
the Kingdoms and States in Europe are engaged 

? | in 
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in a deſperate and bloody War ; and even thofe, 
who are not in it, are afflicted by it: So 


— 


. 


thar there is no room now for ſuch a Pro- 
poſal, were it in ſelf never ſo plauſible: It 
will not be hearkned to; The Still Voice of Peace 
is drowned with the roaring of Cannon and 
the noiſe of Drums and Trumpets ; and Princes. 
make their advantage and intereſt of the dif- 
ferent Perſwaſions in Religion, to animate 
their People againſt each other, and enflame 
their courage. Beſides, in the times of War 
and Broils all Factions lift up their heads, and 
nor only expect impurity, but for the moſt part 
lay claim to and poſſeſs themſelves of greater 
privileges ; and endeavour all that may be to 
ſtrengthen and increaſe their Parties; they 
lay hold on the Troubles of Goverments as 
their Opportunitiesto advance themſelves: and 
therefore to make ſuch a motion as this at this 


time, were to tempt em to laugh you to ſcorn, 


or to fly in your face or to accuſe you as a 
Betrayer of the State, and a Friend to your 
Country's Enemies, there muſt be peace among 
the Civil Powers before the peace of the 
Churches can be treated of to any purpoſe. And 
not only Wars muſt ceaſe, but there muſt be 


an inclination to preſerve Peace, and there 


muſt be another fort of diſpoſition in the World, 


before things neceſſary in order to ſuch a de- 
ſign can be brought to bear. Sovereign Prin- 
ces and States of different Perſwaſions muſt. be 
in a condition and temper to permit proper 
Perſons of their Subjects to meet in a Ge- 
neral Council, or as General as may be; 
convenient Place muſt be agreed on, and when 


this is done, we mult take care to ſecure our 


felves 


* 
” 


CF | 
ſelves from Tricks, and being prajudged, leaſt 
we be ſerved as the Lutherans were at the Coun- 
cil of Trent; and not be admitted as Parties 
but Criminals. Nor is it of the leaſt moment, 
that it be determined, whether after Debate 
Suffrages ſhall be reckoned by Nations or Single 
Perſons; and many other things there are to 
be conſidered and Setled, which ( howſoever 
deſirable they may be in themſelves) are now 
a long way off; and he that vainly fancies he 
can prevail and get over all theſe Circum- 
ſtances as the World now is, may as well em- 
ploy himſelf in preaching Peace to the Waves 
of the Sea in a Tempeſt: Yer I take this to be 
one of the leaſt of our Author's Faults; for 
though an unſeaſonable Propoſal often breaks 
the neck of a commendable deſign, yet it rather 
argues the indiſcretios of the Perſon, than the 
badneſs of the thing; and if there had not 
been much more to be ſaid againſt it, the 
zeal of the Man would have eaſily attoned 
with me for the Miſtiming his Project. 
If only the Inclinarions of Perſons were the 
Bar in this Caſe, there might be hope; that 
Time might find a Remedy for it; but there 
are other Matters either Pre- requiſites to that 
Communion or Obſtacles, in the very nature 
of the thing, which ſeems to me inſuperable, 
(becauſe unſufferable) while that Church 
continues obſtinately to adhere to whatever 
ſhe holds, and depart from nothing. But to 
begin with what paves the way for Admilli- 
on; the firſt things, which preſent them- 
ſelves, are Infallibility and Supremacy, and he 
that can ſwallow theſe ; had need have a wide 
Throat, and a ſtrong Digeſtion. Theſe mutual- 
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jy ſupport each other. For he that is della 


need of the plaineſf and ſtrongeſt Evidence in 
the World, in this Cafe ; for it you allow fal- 


ces at an end. For What room can there be, 


dictates? Wich what Face can any Man heli- 


out ſcruple. In other Caſes you may conſider 
if you ſhould chance to be out of the way, 


deavours; you have nothing to do to rhink, 


thor may do as he lifts, and be as carcleſs of 
* 2g T tall expect beer provf of chas Infallibi- 


—— 


| 7 


will in courſe be Sapreme; and he that is St 
preme in the Senſe the Romaniſts generally ap- 
ply it; will in effect be infallible; fo that to 
grant either is to give both. There will be 


libilizy, at chie firſt daſh, you all all beyond 
retrieve, all Points are given up, all Differen- 


for Reaſoning or Debate, where Isfallibity 


rate at any Doctrine or Practice, when he ac- 
knowledgeth it to be Infallibiliry, which ſays, 
it is, and muſt be ſo? You need be well aſſur | 
in this caſe; for if it be no ſuch thing, and 

your pretended infallible Guide ſhould — you 
rhe broad way inſtead of the narrow, and di- 
rect you to Hell, inſtead of Heaven, you are 
irrecoverably loſt; for you muſt jog on with- 


with your ſelf, or enquire of others, and ſo 


may get into it again: Bur here it is quite 0- 
therwife, Infallibility ſuperſedes all other En- 


much leis to daubt, Or aił of others, but to go 
on ſecurcly without Fear or Wit, according 
to Direction, or as you are lead; and if you 


| be mittaken, as to your Ivfalibility, and hap- 


pen to be in the rng, you mult never be in 
rhe right. Sceing then that a Miſtake in this 
Caſe is ſo dangerous and deſperate, our Au- 


his Salvation as he plcaſeth; but for my own 


lity, 


. 


Coe r TOW OF 


Ny, thawvever Ihave yet ſeen, before I truſt it; 
and ſo certainly will others ho value their 
ſafety. And yet this they muſt be fully per- 

ſwaded of, before they are fit for Communion 
with Rome. J 8; 
But lenſt we ſhould ſtick here, our Author 
very wiſely makes minc'd Meat of his Ifalli- 
bility, that it may go more glibly down. He 
is content to furniſh his Pope only with a ſo ſo 
IAnfallibity; à certain hocus pocus ſort of fal. | 
libility, wkich is Infallibility, and not Infallibi- 
lity. For thus he puts the Queſtion, herber 
the Pope be infallible in his Definitions, and Do- 

Frines, ſo that all who are in Communion with 

him," are bound to receive, and believe them, a: 
unqueſtionable Truths? Yes ſurely, if he be truly 
infallible. But I would gladly know, what is | 
the meaning of being infallible, and not ſo in- 

fallible? 1 do not well underſtand theſe De- 

grees of Infallibility. But not ro trouble him 

with my ſhallowneſs, we will be content to 

take him in his own way; and then he un- 

dertakes to prove that the Pope is not judg d 

to be ſo infallible. But how. doth he prove 

this, why firſt he tells us, That it it not men- 

tioned in the Definition of the Council f Florence, 

c. That it is not in the Formula of Faith, ſet 

forth by Pius 4b. G. That it has uo place either 

in their Catechiſm. ad Parochos, or in any other 

Catechiſm, &c. Now all theſe being Went, you. 

know ſilence gives Conſent : But then may not 

Silence as well give Conſent, that he & fo infalli- 

ble, as that he is not ſo infallible.; and fo ei- 

ther prove the quite contrary, * nothing 


2t all? But to make amends for this, and 
* drive the Nail to the Head, he hath no leſs 


"_” EE Co 

than twelve Univerſities, and the Lord knows 
how many fanmus Doctors, who ſome time or 
other have profeſsedly written againſt this Jo In- 
fallibility of the Pope: (P. 17, 18, 19, ) as to all 
which I can freely grant him, that many in the 
Romum Communion have oppoſed this Doctrine, 
eſpebially about the Times of the Councils of 
Conſtance and Bail, and that the Gallican Churches 
generally receive it not, or not without great 
reluctancy at this time. But ihen I would 
as him, whether as many other Doctors have 
nor, and now do maintain it? Whether it 
do not get ground, and is become the prevail- 
ing Doctrine? Whether he, who is now ſafe 
out of reach, and unworthily ( as betraying 
it) of another Communion, will be content to 
go into Iraly, and there boldly and reſolutely 
preach againſt the Pope's, pretence to Infalib;- 
lity ? If he would, I am confident he might ſoon 
fee an end of his Project, and experience the 
folly of it in a very upright death, with a pile 
of flaming Faggots about him. 
Although 1 might, yet I am not willing to 
draw the Saw longer with him in this matter; 
we will give him his Argument: For he may 


infallible, but then how Doth this mend the 
matter? For let che Pope, if you pleaſe, be no 
more than another Man, yet is there not ſome 
body or ſomewhat which we muſt acknow- 
ledge to be Infallille, if we be with them ? I 
neither mean the Deity, nor the Holy Scriptures, 
. the former of which we jointly own, and 
theInfallibility of the latter we are much more 
ready to acknowledge than they; for it is 
under the impious pretence of Supplying the 
N bei 


C _— 1 
Inſufficiency of that, that they Subſtitue their 
Tafalibility. It is therefore ſome Man, or 
body of Men, which they require us to Submit 
to 2 Infallible : For do not they own an Infal- 


libiluy in the Church? And to make it worſe = 


do they not limit that Iallibiliy to the Roman 
Cburch? And do they not carry it into their 
preſent Church? Is not this the cry at this very 
Day at our own doors, in our own hearing, hy 
. allthe Roman Emiſſaries, who are buſy in moſt 
places in making Converts among us? One is 
for an Infallible Propommder, and ( which: is the 
ſame in effect) another avers the Church 
| ( by which he means the preſent Church of 
Nome) to be the tulip 1 and that 
both of Sx; pture, and their Traditions too: 
And withour this they {ay , there can 
be no certainty of Fairh, becauſe without it 
Faith cannot be buiit upon grounds which are 
Impoſſible to be falſe; and with this they fright 
— gull weak People, as if Faith . no 
were elſe to be tad, in order to which 
this Tfallibility muſt be. firſt admirred ; So 
that the Divine Revelations, the Holy Serip- 
tures, and all other helps in the World, can 
ſtand us in no ſtead, unleſs we take in the 
aſſiſtance of their Infalible Interpreter. This 
is the firſt, and = thing they inſiſt on, 
with which they $ care People out of this, 
and orher Churches; and 4 theſe deluded 
Mretebes, when caught, could never ſet their 
eyes on this Infallible Genrleman, or receive 
any Iuſtruction or Information from him, un- 


jane. (np 


|  lefs every Prieſt be Infallzble. Por they Rill 


know no more, than what mop are —_— 
55 ment: _ if you ſhould b be deſirous to 
f C gs 
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b ( 20.) : 
have ſome converſation and communication With 
Tnfallibility ir ſelf, they cannot certainly direct 
you to it; for they are not yet agreed where 
to place it, and this, no doubt, wonderfully 
mends the matter, and ſtrongly invites us over; 
for what ſhall we be the better for an Infall;- 
bility we can no where find? For if it be not 
to be found, how ſhall we make any uſe of it, 
or receive any benefit by it ? And yet perhaps 
this is not without deſign, for if they would 
fix it in a certaig Subject, then we might ex- 
amine it, and diſcover the cheat of it; but whilſt 
they ſhuffle it from one hand to another, in- 
ſtead of confuting it; we are loſt in the ſearch 
of it. In ſhort, God is an Infallible Propounder ; 
his Holy word an Infallible Rule; that depaſitum 
was committed to the Church, in which every 
particular Church hath as good a ſhare and in- 
tereſt as the Church of Rome. If any Doubt a- 
riſe, the concurrent Judgment of the Church 
throughout all Ages, is the beſt Interpreter 
and Decider of the Queſtion; all Churches 
are ſafe, while they walk by the Rule which 
God hath given them ;- but - no particutar 
Church is Infallible: For if it were otherwiſe, 
not ſo many particular Churches could have 
failed as have done, tho' in theirOriginal of A- 
poſtolical Inftitution, and as to the reception of 
the Faith precedent to the Church of Rome. 
I cannot therefore imagine what temptation |} 
it can be to any wiſe Man to go over to her 
Communion, when the: firſt ſtep he makes to- 
wards it muſt be to acknowledge her falli- | 
bility. If we might treat as Siſter Churches, 
or fellow Chriſtians, there might be hope of 
accomodation in ſome time; but while She 
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aſſumes to herſelf an I-fallibilizy,,and pexemp, 
| torily condemns all other Churches, there ſeems . 
| Not to be any place for Agreement. for 
there is no treating with Infallibility, but yeilding  — 
to it; and if you admit it, you muſt tame 
| ſwallow whatſoever afterwards ſhe ſhall pleaſe 
ro thruſt down your throat, and in a matter 

of no leſs than eternal Salvation, certainly no 
conſiderate Man would be very eaſy, or 
yielding to Such a dangerous Pretence. 

But beſides this, there is another Gobbit as 

hard to ſwallow, and that is the Supremacy; 

and here the Queſtion is not, whether the 

Pope ſhall have right done him, hut whether 

we ſhall have no wrong? Or, indeed, whether 

we ſhall have any Rights left us, which ( the 
Supremacy confider'd he lays claim to) may 

not be raviſhed away at pleaſure? We are 
willing and ready to do him all juſt right ; 
yea, perhaps, if the matte: could be fairly ſta- 
ted and aſcertained, we ſhould not be unwil- 
ling, for peace ſake, to recede from ſome of 

our own rights, provided that the common faith 

did not ſuffer, and our Church was not en- 
3 But then I think that with good 
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reaſon we may require, that he ſhould do us 4 

. right, which can never bedone, while he pertina- = 
cioully adheres to the Supremacy he claims; and — 
therefore ſo long as he continues in this mind, A 


we muſt crave his pardon, if we are unwilling 
to quit our jg rights, that we may put our ſelves 
under ſuch an exorbitant power, Which will be 
to injure our ſelves, and to encourage and Streng- 
then him in his wicked and anjuſt Uſurpations. 
I know, that ic is warmly diſputed, how far 

| this Supremacy extends it ſelf. As for thoſe, 
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who would clip i its Wings, tho' they are not 
able well to bear the extrawvagancy of It, yet 
they know not well where to ſix the bounds 
of it; and this runs them into divers ab- 
furdities both in Opinion and Practice, of 
which anon; at preſent we will conſider it in 
its full Latitude. Bur here I am afraid, that 
People, who are ignorant of the matter, will 
think T Romance; it Wil be a hard matter to 
8 that any mortal Man ſhould 
to himſelf fuch a prodigious unli- 
| a” wer. For let Fiction it elk deviſe 
„ the utmoſt Power, that it is poſſible for Man 
242 Go Jur in Imagination to be capable of, 
an thats it which the Pop Gains, — upon 
| r ies exerciſetb; and if he could do 
f it A yure | d validly, every Soul muſt be ſub- 
1 jest d him. The pretended Regalia Sti. 
wt Petri are more, and greater than all the Pow- 
1 ers on Earth befide pur together; many of the 
1 Particulats whereof being collected y Dr. 
Barrow, I will make bold to tranſcribe them 
ſtom him, and they are theſe ſmall Matters. 
© To be fuperiour to the whole Church, and 
to its Repreſentative a general Synod of 
© Bifhops.” To convocate general Synods at 
his ene all Biſhops being obliged to at- 
tend upon to — him. To prefide 
q in Synods, fo as to fu Matter, promote, 
obſtruct, over. rule 1 5 Debates in them. 
* confirm, or invalidate their Determinati- 
* ons, giving Life to them byhis Aſſent, or ſub- 
ſtracting it by his Diſſent. To define Points 
R _ © of Doctrine, or to decide Controverſies au- 
1 *thoritatively ; ſo that none may preſume to 
"Ig * conreft, or diffent from his Dictates. _ 
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N 

with Eccleſiaſtical Laws and Canons. To re- 
* lax, or evacuate Eccleſiaſtical Cenſures by 
- Indulgence, Pardon, Cc. To void Promi- 
f Gſſes, Vows, Oaths, Obligations to Laws by 
n his Diſpenſation. To be the Fountain of all 
t paſtoral Juriſdiction and Dignity. To Con- 
1 Riirute,. Conficm, Judge, Cenſure, Suſpend, 
o Depoſe, Remove, Reſtore, Reconcile Bi- 
3 hops. To Confer Eccleſiaſtical Dignities, 
and Benefices by paramount Authority, in 


way of Proviſion, Reſervation, ec. To ex- 
© empt Colleges, Monaſteries, &c. from Ju- 
v riſdiction of their Biſhops, and ordinary Su- 
periours. To Judge all Perſons in all Spiri- 
* rual Cauſes, by calling them to his Cogni- 
* zance, or delegating Judges for them; with 
* a final and peremptory Sentence. To receive 
Appeals from all Eccleſiaſtical Judicatorics; 
and to reverſe their Judgments, if he findeths. 
W* cauſe. To be himſelf unaccountable for a- 
ny of his Doings, exempt from Judgment, 
and liable to no Reproof. To erect, trans- 
fer; aboliſh Epiſcopal Sees. To exact 
Oaths of Fealty and Obedience from the 
Aer To found Religious Orders; or to 
raiſe a Spiritual Militia for Propagation and 
Defence of the Church. To Summon and 
= commillionate Soldiers by Croiſade, &c. to 
= fight againſt: Infidels, or perſecute Infidels. 
One would think cheſe might Suffice him, 
Wand. yet that learned Perſon hath here omitted 
beſides others) one very material Branch ot 
Power, which well becomes his Holineſs, and 
gnghtily recommends his Communion, and 
What is 70 Iuterdict whole Churches and Kingdoms, 


chat 
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4 | that there ſhall be wo ſolemn publick Worſhip of 

XR | God without bis Allowance; à rare Vicar of 
i - Chrif, without whoſe leave his God and Ma- 
fer muſt not be publickly acknowledged, and 
yet all this is not enough; the whole Spiritual 
Power will not ſatisfy him, unleſs he may 
have the Temporal alſo. It is true, that they 
1 ſay he hath not this Power difectly, but then 
= | again they own him to have it indirectly, and 

in ordine ad Spiritualia. Now it is not a Far- 
7 thing matter which, way he comes by it, fo 
| he have it, may exerciſe it, and all maſt ſab- 
E7 | mit to it. For it is an eaſy matter to make a- 
\ ny thing relate to, or affect Spirituals, and 
| then all is his own, and by vertue of this 

| Power he can Depoſe Kings and Princes, and 

1 Diſpoſe of their Kingdoms and Territories to others ; 

N | and in Deſpite of the Conſtitutions, and Laws 
| | of the Places, and Oaths, and Obligations of the 

| 


Li Per ſons can diſcharge Subjects from their Allegi- 
=: ance, to the one, and transfer it to another ; up- 
ll | dn which Account all Kings in effect can be 
no better than his Vaſſals, now that he not only 
challengeth this Power, but upon occaſion hath 
© | exerciſed it in moſt, if not all the Particulars 
| mention'd,may be prov'd woman. cs wh . 
i / ter of Fact, and authentick Inſtruments, if irfhall 
1 5 be required. Now whatever others, who 
are out of reach, may ſay in oppoſition to this, 
{ , ſhall be conſidered preſently ; in the mean 
=! time I think this ought to be taken for the 
Þ Doctrine of the Church of Rome: For where 


ſhall I look for the Doctrine of the Church of 
Rome, but at Rome, and with the Pope? Who 
can better tell it me? And what Voucher of 
greater Authority than the Pope will they ſet 

| up 


ST 


2p, upon whom I may depend for a certain 
knowledge of what is Roman Doctrine? And 
Doth not he ſo aſſert this, that he will by no 
means depart. from it? And while he doth 
ſo; all that others ſay is idle talk. If he would 
duit this Claim, there might be ſome room 
for Treaty and Debate; but, while he obſti- 
nately adheres either to this or Infallibility, 
there can be no complying. with him, with- 
out reſolving to be Slaves in this Life, and to 

ran the hazard of Salvation in another.. 
Our . Efſay-maker himſelf ſeems to be un- 
willing to Communicate, if held to ſuch hard 
Conditions. For having mentioned Bellar- 
min's Opinion to this effect he adds: Under 
theſe Terms there's no Communicating with him, 
which imports, a diſallowing of Communion 
upon thee Tarn. For if not with him, why 


— 


with any other upon the ſame Terms? But 


yet this is only an impertinent and trifling 


Saying, as being contradictory to the 
Rules and Practice of that Communion. 
For if Bellarmine were now living, he muſt 
Communicate with him, there being no 
Seperation in that Church of thoſe, who 


lower the Pope's Power from thoſe, Who extol 
i to the height ; and if he were of that Com- 


munion, he muſt Communicate with all them 
now living, who are of Bellarmine s Opinion, 
and ſtretch the Pope's Power to the utmoſt, 
though he himſelf had never ſo mean an Opi- 


nion of it; but, nevertheleſs, he ſhall be 


heard, What he can ſay for himſelf. - 
This may, and doth: ſeem: to ſome ſo vaſt 
and weighty a Block, as can neither be re- 
moved, nor got over; and yet our Author 
| 5-7 = = 2 


not their Opphſition, 


ence. . 


makes nothing of it, but blow it away as if 
it were no more than a Straw, or a Feather ; 


you need not ſcruple Communion for all 


this, and he will give you reaſons for it too; 
and firſt in general he tells you, that many in 


that Communion condemn the Notion of ſuch 


an unlimited Power, and he gives the Names 
of ſeveral, which it is needleſs to recite ; be- 
cauſe I grant it to be true. Bur then I have 
ſeveral Things to object both againſt their 
Opinion and Practice; and firſt J ſay, the 
gainfaying or oppoſition doth not become a 
Doctrine ot the Church of Rome, but proves 
them to be ſo far Diſſenters from a Doctrine of 
that Church; for whether of the twain ſhall 
we believe, the Pope, and thoſe concurring with 
him, or thoſe oppoſing him, and diſappro- 
ved by him? If thoſe, who deny ſuch a Pow. 
er, can meke ir a' Doctrine of their Church, 
whether the Pope, and his Adberents, will or 
not, then either they themſelves have a great. 
er Power than the Pope, or elſe there may be 
two oppoſite and inconſiſtent Doctrines, both 
Doctrines of the fame Church at the fame | 
time, one of theſe two they muſt allow, let 
them take which pleaſeth them beſt, and 


- then ir will be time enough to diſcourſe the 
matter further; fince therefore, theſe Men 


have no Power to make a Doctrine of their 


Church, and the Supremacy is Certainly a Do- 


Arine of their Church, it muſt follow, that 
but what they oppoſe 


is to be taken for the Doctrine of that Church, 
and if it be ſo, then all that our Author hath 
ſaid is meer Sham, and Only an Artiſice to 

trick Men out of their Religion and Conſci- 


( 28. ): rn 
In the next place let us conſider of what ac- 
count the Oppsſers of this Dotrine aft the 
Church. of Rome. | I grant that they, may be 
o: Alen of Parts and Learning, yea, even of more 
1 ſincere Piety than the relt, and Well-wiſhers 
to the Peace af Chriſtendom ; but then is it 


e ao a zd Caſe, rhat the Church of Rom odd 
c. bave the worſe Opinion of them for this? 
Ve There is every where 4 mark ſet upon them : 
ic and all poſlible care raken to prevent their be- 
he fl ing admitced inro any, Conſigerable Feckeſight- 
a cal Employments, which they rarely get into, 
and chat with great Difficulty ; they are od 
111 Wl Church, as not thorough nor ſound Catholiebs; 


and the Pope wants not a Will to be reveng'd 
of them, and make them renounce their Sen- 
timent, did not Fear, and tlie Power of Prin- 


ſe . » rer - | > 
„ es reſtrain him; and this he hath often dif. 


covered, when he hath had fir Opportunity. 
Indeed, Intereſt ſomerimes may prevail with 


- WW him, not only to wink at, but perhaps even 
co encourage this ſceming Oppoſition, as 
'E when the Buſineſs is to gain Proſelytes, and 


bring ſuch over to their Communion, as do not 


e ſhew only the * ide end of the Horn, Whete 
| they may £calily ſlip in; but being Once, in, 


they may thruſt forward, till they peep out of 
the little end of the Horn, but then there they 
ſtick faſt, and are made Priſoners in little cafe 
for ever ; for greater Things than theſe they 
will not only permit but encourage, if their 
| deligns be thereby advanced, otherwife, Pius 
Quintus, had not ſo well rewarded. Faithful 
Cammin, for railing againſt himſelf, and 
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he Maſs,” that thereby he might take occaſi- 
97 to condemn all fer Forms, Ceremonies, Ec 
cleſiaſtical Hierarchy, and under pretence of 
greater 2 tow: Dif cord, and raiſe Diviſions 
among Proteſtants; and the very fame Pre- 
renſions, which were ar firſt ſet up by that 
Dominican Fryar,. are made uſe of by all the 
Seftaries to this Day. This 1 think ought to 
be a conſiderable Caution to all good Chriſti- 
ans, how they give heed to theſe Snoot bers 
and Mol liſters of © ie Roman Doctrine; for they 
only compound and lap on the Bait, the Hook 
lyes hid and covered, ſo that thoſe, who: dite, 

are in no ſmall danger of being caught. ' 
Alchough I thi what hath*been ſaid to 
be a ſufficient anſwer in this matter; yet this 
being the main Remora, and great Contro- 
8 ie between us, I ſhall take the Liberty to 
clear it a little further from our Author's Mi- 
tigations ; and perhaps he himſelf would ne- 
ver have raifed the Tow Opinion of thoſe Men 
into a Plea to enter into that Communion, if 
he had conſidered their inconſiſtency with 
themſelves in this matter, as they are in that 
Communion, which will clearly appear from 
their Opinion it {clf, and from their Obligati- 
on; as to the firſt, all theſe very Men, who are 
for limiting the Pop e's Power, it they knew 
how, at 17 ſame Ame acknowledge his Supre- 


macy. For can they agree to tell us, What that 
Supremacy is? If not, where ſhall we ſtop? If 
We cannot follow all, who mult we follow 
But then the Queſtion will be,, How he came 
by an Authority more than all the teſt? If 
ou anſwer the P Fit „then our Author's Plea 


ey allow him the ſame 


15 out of doors. W 
Authe- 
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rect us into the right way. 


Authority as in the Prmitive Times? He, will 


not be content with 2 that, and beſides ; they 
themſelves allow bim more. Will they limit 


him to the Canan? As thoſe now are in their 

Church, they dare not ſtand by that; and e- 
ven our Author himſelf oppoſech it, and flings 

them all off; For tho he endeavours to per- 
ſwade us, That. the Decretals in thę Canon Law, 
are not Pr opos. d: non eſteem d, as of) Faith, ct he, 
warily:forbears to tell us, Whether they be, or 
not, reſpectively ;Terms ef Communion: Howe- 
ver he plainly accuſerh them of Errour, and 
rejects them wholly as of no ſorce in this caſe, 
(p. 27, 28.) and ſęeing neither he nor they 
will allow their famous Council Of Lateran to 
determine the matter, I ſee not what Rule or 
Lau they have, Whereby certainly to know; 
what is that Supre macy which they acknowledge, 
and how far it extends; Thoſc, h⁰O acknow- 
ledge the Canon, and the Councel tho they have 
nothing to ſcruple, yet they xro hat they 
have to do; but theſe Men are: entangled in 
their on Doctrine; they Are got into ſnuch 
a Wood, that they can find no way out; they 


know not certainly when to obey, and when 


not, much leſs how to juſtify their Diſobe- 
dience. And if they could agree to preſcribe 
certain Limits to their High Prieſt, yer ot 
what Authority would it be? Would not this 
in particular Perſons be accounted an unpar- 
donable Preſumption? And if upon the Prin- 
ciples of the Roman Church, this could be no 
Warrant for them, much leſs could it war- 
rantize others; ſo that this can be no Argu- 
ment to us to embrace their Communicn, which 
would rather lead us into a Layyrinth, than di- 

en . 


Fi 300 

But chis is not the worſt of theſe Mens caſe 3 
for in that Communion they muſt unavoida- 
bly enter into deep and facred Obligations, 
which are inconſiſtent with their Opinions and 
— — the Pope's Power 3 fo that they 
recede from cheir Judgment, or 
violate their Obligations, unleſs they can ſatisfy 
themſelves often to act contrary to the dichates 
of their own Conſcience; which thing, as it will 
be no commendation of their honeſty and fin- 
cerity, ſo can it be no great recommendation 
of their Commmmion. The Oath, which every 
Biſhop and Metropolitan takes to the Pope, ſhews 
in great meaſure not only what Power he claims, 
bur what Obedience they promiſe, and how in- 
conſiſtent it is with that Opinion of the Pope's 
Power, wherewith our Author would ſham 
— Every particular in the Oath runs very 
high, bur the whole being too long to recite, 
I ſhall only fer down ſo much, as makes more 
evidently for the preſent purpoſe. Ame | 
other things then, every ſuch Perſon ſolemnly 
Swears thus, * Jura, honores, privilegia, & au- 
* Atoritatem Sanctæ Romanæ Eccleſiæ, Domi 
ni noſtri Pap & Succeſſorum prædictorunt 
© confervare, defendere, augere, promovere 
* carabo.. Neque ero in conſilio, vel facto, ſeu 
tractatu, in quibus contra ipſum Dominum 
noſtrum, vel eandem Romanam Eccleſiam a- 
$ * liqua finiftra vel prejudicialia Perfonarum, 
* qaris, honoris, ſtatus & Poteſtatis eorum mas 
chinentur, & ſi talia a quibuſcung; tractari 
* vel procurari novero, impediam hoc pro 
ſſe. . Regulas ſanctorum Patrum, 
, 0 quibus nunc intelligunt Regalia ſancti Petri) 
4 decreta, — ſeu e re- 
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„„ „ ihe 
© {ervationes, proviſiones, & mandata Apoſto- 
© lica totis viribus obſervabo, & faciam ab aliis 
© obſervari, i. e. I will take care to preſerve, 
defend, augment, advance the Rights, Honours,Pri- 
vileges, and Aut hority"of the holy' Roman Church, 
of our Lord the Pope, and his Succeſſors aforeſaid. 
I will not be in any Councel, Action or Treaty, 
wherein ſhall be plotted againſt him our Lord, or 
the ſaid Roman Church, any thing to the hurt of 
Prejudice of their Perſoms, Right, Honour, State 
and Power, and if I ſhall know any ſuch thing 
to be treated of, or endeavonr d by any whatſoever, 
Twill hinder it to my power. — The Rules 
of the Holy Fathers ( by which they mean the 
Royalties of Sr. Peter) the Degrees, Ordinances, 
or Diſpoſals, Reſervations, Proviſions, and Man- 
dates Apoſtoliet, I Will obſerve with all my 
might, and cauſe them to be obſerved by others. 
| Here is enough in all Conſcience, not only 
required by him, but promiſed upon Oath by 
them, and let any one tell me how this is con- 
ſiſtent with that Diminitive, Ridiculous, or 
rather no Supremacy, which our Author would 
ſhuffle us off with. Will he perſwade us, that 
to ſet him at Defiance is, to preſerve, augment, 
aud promote bis Honour and Authority ? Do thoſe 
perform their Word and Promiſe not to hear, 
or ſuffer any thing in prejudice of his State and 
Dignity, who would leſſen his Power with all 
| theirHearts, and flatly denywhat is here clainrd- 
and ſworn to? But you will ſay that this con- 
cerns only the Biſhops. If it were fo; that were 
too much; but with your good leave ir hath 
its influence on all; for they promiſe nat on- 
ly for themſelves, but alſo to make others to 
obſerve theſe things; and under their care all 


are 
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are compreliended. But for your further fi- 


tisfaction we will enquire, whether there be 
not ſo much required from all ſorts of Per- 
ſons, as not only utterly ovethrows our Au- 


thors Aſſertion, but bids: fair to eſtabliſh the 
utmoſt Power the Pope claims; And becauſe 


our Author denies, that there is any thing 


relating to the Supremacy, in the Formula ſet 
forth by Pins Quartas, we will look into that, 
and ſee to What Perſons it extends, and whet 


it requires. But firſt it ought to be obſerved, 
that every Article in that Formula is to be ac- 


knowledged, and Swcrn to as de fide: For the 
Title is Forma juramenti Profeſſionis ſidei, i. e. 
The. Form of the Oath of the Profeſſion of Faith; 
whatſoever therefore is part of the Oath, is part 


of the Profeſſiom of Faith, in the Body of the Bull 


. 


it is call'd publica Ort bodo fidei Prœfeſſio, i. e. 
The publick Profeſſion of the Orthodox Faith ; and 


ſo every Article therein is made as much an 


Article of Faith, as any Article if our Creed, 
when all the Articles are repeated; they are 


be thus clos'd up, Hane veram Catholicam 
fidem extra quam nemo Salvus eſſe poteſt, &c. 


This true Catholick Faith, without which no Man 


can be ſaved; &c. and I know not what mbre 


can de required to make them Articles of 


Faith, than that without the Belief and Pro- 


feſion of them no Man can be ſaved ; and 
with Reference to the whole Profeſſion, and 
equally to every part of it, the Party, to whom 
the Oath is Adminiſtred, ſaith. Ego idem N 
ſpondeo, voveo, ac juro. I do promiſe, Vow 


and Swear, i. e. He doth Swear to the Truth, 


and his Belief of all thoſe Articles, and Vow 
end Promiſe to continue in the fame, as the 
"PETR «i 9 Words 


the Holy Catholick and Apoſtolick Roman Church 
muſt be meant, the particular Roman Church ; 
For to what end elſe is ſhe ſtiled the Mother and 
Miſtreſs of all Churches? And the Pope is made 
the Head of this Church, and according to them 
in conſequence thereof the Head of all other 
Churches ; and it will not ſatisfy him to be 
the Succeſſor of St. Peter, the Prince of the A- 
poles, unleſs he be alſo the Vicar of Feſus 
Cbriſt; that is, in their Senſe, fo his Vicar, 


as to be his only immediate Vicar upon Earth, 
having a power over all others; fo that they 
may take it for an Honour to be his Vicars or 


Legats: And to him thus plac'd aboye all 
others, they promiſe and ſwear true Obedience. 
Now if we enquire what this true Obedience is, 


muſt we learn it from him, to whom the 
Oath is made, or from him, who makes the 


| Oath? If an Oath muſt be underſtood in that 
Senſe, which thoſe, who make it, ſhall pleaſe 
to put upon it; then not only the /ecurity of an 
Oath, but the certainty of Faith may be loſt in 
this Caſe. For the Matter of the Oath being 
an Article of Faith, ſuch various Senſes and 
Interpretations may eaſily ariſe, as may make 
the Faith it ſelf in that particular uncertain. 
And then who ſhall be able to profeſs, and 
ſwear it Indubitanter, as they require? This 
would be to fruſtrate the whole Deſign, and 
to makea meer mockery of their whole Con- 
trivance, who do not uſe to play ar Chil- 

drens Play. It remains therefore that we un- 
derſtand true Obedience in their Senſe, to whom 
it is made, that they may have a certain 


Security thereby. And here I defire to know, 


how our Author will bring off his Men, who 


— —_— ond 4 Ok _Þthedssos. 


e / . Tie wg 


// oe Eo. = 
either deny, or make little or nothing of the \4 
Pope's Supremacy, that the Roman Communion. | 
may be eafie 2 For if that exalted State, which 
the Oath implies be his right; he may cer- 
tainly make a juſt claim to a greater ſhare of Ss 


Obedience, than any other Perſon in the | 
World. And if they deny that Obedience, [; 
which is intended, and they by Oath promiſe, | N 


they not only violate their Oath, but renounce 
that Faith, without which (as they acknow- 
ledge in their Oath) they cannot be ſaved. - i 
Let not our Author therefore tempt us to the 1 
Communion of the Church of Rome, by relating 0 
co us the Opinion of his moderate Romaniſts,. 
till he can acquit them of being according to 

the Principles of the Roman Church, guilty © 


of the Crimes of Perjury and Infidelity. I muſt OE. 
confeſs, I do, and ever did take theſe to be I 


the beſt ſort of Men in that Communion, as 
being in a Preparation for, and deſirous of 
Terms of Peace; and therefore am heartily 
forry for the hard Circumſtances they lye un- 
der ; but then this ought rather to be a warn- 
ing to us, that we keep out of the Snare, than 
to run into ſuch a wotul perplex'd Condition, 
when we arc irce rom .. 
I know it will be here again objected, that 

neither is this Oath adminiſtred to all. To 

which I anſwer, that it affects all, and thoſe, 

who do not᷑ ſwear are obliged to own/the mat- 

ter of the Oath in the ſame Sentg- as they 

Who ſwear it. To make this appear; it 

is firſt obſervable, that this Oath. is actually 

adminiſtred to many more than the for- 
mer; for beſides, Biſhops, Dzgnataries, and | 
all that have cure Of Souls, all that are pro- 
vided for in any Monaſteries, Convents, Or R. 


LE... 
Tigious Houſes, and all Orders of Regulars, even 
Military are obliged to take it; ſo that no- 
thing belonging to the Church can eſcape, 
and the defign of the Oath we are told is this, 
Ut unius & ejuſdem fide profeſſio uniformiter ab 
omnibus exhibeatur, unicaq; & certa illius forma 
cunctis innoteſcat; 1. e. That one, and the ſame 
profeſſion of Faith may be uniformly exhibited by 
all, and one certain form thereof be made known 
to all. And then thoſe, who do ſwear for 
themſelves, do likewiſe in the ſame Oath 
fwear with reſpe& to others, That they will 
endeavour that the fame Profeſſion of Faith ſhall 
be Preached, Taught, and held by all, any ways 
belonging to their Care ; and this I think muſt 
"take in all as to the Profeſſion, though not to 
the Oath, unleſs there be any among them, 
whoſe Souls they think themſelves not bound 
to take care of. But then to come home to 
our felves, if we will go into that Commnni- 
on, we muſt enter by this Door. For it is 
exprelly ſaid, Eadem profeſſione uti tenentur, 
quicunq; haereſi remeantes ad fidem Eccleſiæ Ca- 
tholice revertuntur ; i. e. All thoſe whoſoever 
that forſake Hereſie, and return to the Faith of 
the Gatholick Church, are bound to uſe the ſame 
Profeſſion of Faith. Now that we are Hereticks in 
their Eſteem, I think no body makes any 
doubt; and therefore who ever eſcapes, we 
may be ſure we ſhall not, but if we will go 
into them, it muſt be upon theſe Terms; and 
jf upon theſe Terms; then in that Commu- 
nion another ſort of Power in the Pope muſt 
be acknowledged than our Author prates of; 
and other Articles of Faith admitted, which 
a "me would perſwade us may belaid afide; and 


it 
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if is as much as a Man's Souls worth bur to 
doubt of any of them, if the Pope and Council 
of Trent are to be believed. A Man muſt 
have a ſtrong Faith, who will be a Romaniſt; 
otherwiſe they will damn him as much when 
he comes in to them, as they did before for 
keeping out from them. I think I have now 
proved ſuch a Supremacy to be the Doctrine of 
the Church of Rome, as we neither can nor 
ought to ſubmir to; and till he will relin- 
 quith that, no Terms of Peace can be treated 
of; and now let the World judge, whether 
our Eſſayer hath dealt truly and ingentoully in 
making the Communion of the Church of Rome 
ſo eaſie, as he endeavours to perſwade us. 
After the general Conſideration of the Su- 
premacy, he treats of two particular Bran- 
ches of it, but lets numberleſs other parts of 
it lye concealed, as not worth taking notice 
of. The firſt is the depoſing Power, as to which 
he puts this Queſtion, Whether the Pope has a 
Power over Temporals, ſo as to depoſe Princes, 
and to obſolve their Subjects from their Allegi- 
ance ? And to avoid tediouſneſs, hither may 
be referr'd, what he diſcourſerh with reſpect 
to other Queſtions, concerning the Facts of 
Popes, Gracian's Decrees, the Canon Lau, and 
the Lateran Councel. If the Pope have ſuch a 
Power, not only the Obligations,” and Oatbs of 
Subjects, but the very Laws and Conſtitutions 
of Countries and Kingdoms would ſigniſie no- 
thing, when ever he plcaſeth to interpoſe it; 
and thus all the Civil States in Chriſtendom 
would be in a very tottering uncertain Con- 
dition. For they would be mutable at his 
pleaſure, he might overturn, pull down, and 
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er up, whom, when, where and how he plea... 
ſed. This were to make all Princes, more than 
his Feudatories, even: his very Slaves, and 
therefore not to be endured. And if the Ga. 
lican Churcb- oondemn'd. Santarellus's Opinion of 
the Pope 4 depoſing. Power, as Falſe, Erronious, 
contrarꝝ to the Mord of God, Pernicious, Sediti- 
ous and. Deteſtable, we are far from blaming 
them, or out: Author for being of the ſame 
Opinion; but that which, we ha 0 of is, 
Fx. the Pope. heeds none of theſe things, bur 
keeps up, his Claims, and makes uſe of che. 
Power, when ever he gets an Advantage, and 
ſceing he will not admit ſound Doctrine, nor 
do us right, we have good reaſon to do our 
felves right, and keep, from under his Clut- 
ches while we are ſo. 
What Power our Author would allow the 
"op is uncertain, but his way of management 
this, Argument gives ground to uſpeR, . 
that he is a favourer of the height of it; for 
all his Arguments and Inſtances are applied F 
to this only thing, To'prove, that the Depo- 
| ng. Power is not 4 Doctrine of Faith; and by 
this means he would impoſe upon his unwa- 
ry Reader, as if it were of ſmall Conſequence, 
and no hinderance of Communion, let the power 
be otherwiſe as great as you can imagine. 
That it. is very near to a Doctrine of Faith in 
the judgment of many, might be eaſily pro- 
ved; but I am not willing to ſpend time in 
dif} outing. that Matter, let it not be a Doctrine 
of. Fab, for God forbid it ſhould; for, how. 
die plorable were the Condition of all Boneſt 
100 loyal Subjects, if they were bound to be- 


believe, that they ſhould: be eternally 7 


„ 
if they did not oppoſe, reſiſt, and riſe in Rebellion 
againſt their lawful 8 owereign a8 oft as the 
Pope ſhould require it? But tt it be not a Doc- 
trine of Faith, is it not a Doctrine of the Roman 
Church? And may it not by that means be al- 
together as miſchievous and pernicious ? 
Doth not the Practice of the Popes in many 
more Inftances of depofing Princes, than our 
Author hath mentioned, plainly- ſhew, that 
he accounts this as a Branch of the plenitude 
of his Power, and would have ir accounted by 
all a Doctrine of the Church he preſides over? 
If any Man will pleaſe to read his Bulls, or In- 
ffruments, to that effect, (which are too te- 


dious to be recited here) I am much miſta- 


ken, if he can go away unſatisſied, that the 
Pope doth not go the utmoſt length in aſ- 
ſerting his Authority in this caſe. Add to 
this the Decretals, the Canon- Lau, the great 
Council of Lateran, all which Vouch and Eſt- 
abliſh this Doctrine; if all theſe cannot make 
it de fide, ( which perhaps ſame other would 
diſpute ) yet do they not manifeſt it to be 
a Doctrine of the Roman Church? For how 
ſhall I know, what is the Doctrine of a Church 
if nor from her Canons and Councels ? But 
what would you ſay, if this Doctrine of the 
Depoſing Power be now actually taught in 
England amongſt the Engliſh- Catbolicks, as 
they call themfelves? What if others learnt 
it from them? What if they are taught 
not only that the Pope, but cven thoſe they 
call Hereticks may Depoſe Princes, yea even 
of their own Religion, if they be not for 
their turn, and all to this end, that no 
Prince might ever fit quietly on the Emgliſh 


Throne, 
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brone, nor the Land be at ref, till it was 
brought under the Roman Yoak'? The Caſe in 
ſhort is this, upon the Expulſion of K. F. ma- 
ny Romaniſts ſtuck at the Oath of Fidelity re- 
quired by K. V. the matter was conſulted and 
conſidered of at Rome; and it was not only 
determined, that they might lawfully do it, 
but arguments uſed to perſwade them to it. 
There is indeed one remarkable Exception, 
Si Rex Guliel exigerit juramentum fidelitatis non 
preciſe adminiſtrationem Tem poralem reſpicientis 
ſed ferientis Catholicam fidem etiam pretexta ſer- 
vandi vitam, Familiam &. | bona, non licere, 
i.e. if K. V. require an Oath of Fidelity not pre- 
ciſely, reſpecting temporal Geverwvent, but hurt- 
* fel to the Catholick Faith, although it be with a 
pretence of preſerving their Lives, Families and 
 Efates, yet then it is not lawful. And is not 
this true Primitive Doctrine? The Primitive 
_ Chriſtians willingly acknowledged, and ho- 
. neſily obeyed the Emperours, when Heathens, 
when Idolaters, when Bloody Perſecutors, and 
when they did all they could to extirpate the 
Chriſtian Religion from the Face of the Earth: 
Bur our Roman Catholicks muſt not own any 
as their Sovereign, if he do any thing in Pre- 
Jadice of their Roman Religion. But as for 
the depoſing that Unfortunate Prince, the Ca- 
ſuiſt makes a meer Squift of it. For faith he, 
Quot autem Sunt Principes, qui jure merito pri- 
wvantur regno? 1. e, How many Princes are there, 
who juſtly and deſeruedly are deprived of their 
Kingdoms ? $0 that not only Heretical Princes, 
but thoſe of their own Perſwaſion, if they be 
not Offic ious enough, may according to them 
be lawfully depoſed, And this is the more. 
ö in, 
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obſervable, becauſe this very Doctrine of the Supre- 
macy Was at the bottom of all this. For K. . thougft 
1 Papiſt, yet not being Papiſt enough to yield up that 
Point, the old Fox Odeſchalchi then Pope entered in- 
to the Confederacy againſt him, and his Embaſſador 
was diſreſpectfullj treated at Rome, while another a- 
bout the ſame time found a kinder Reception, 
whatever was his Errand there. Out of the ſame 
Shop came the Doctrine of he Power of the Peopie; 
and for what reaſon it is now ſo much, and fo pub- 
lickly every Day aſſerted, inculcated, and ſpread all 
over the Kingdom in Print, J leave them to gueſs, 
-are more concerned in it; but perhaps the Ob- 


ſervator can tell. 


From what hath been ſaid, I think there is ſmall 
reaſon to doubt, but that the den Power, which 
is an appurtenance of the Supremacy, is a Doctrine of 
the Church of Rome, nor doth our Author plainly 
deny it, only he will not have it to be a Doctrine of 
Faith; but if it be not matter of Faith, in ſpite of 
his Teerh, it will be matter of Practice; and I could 
wiſh it were the worſt thing in the Church of Rome 
to aſſert the neceſſity of good Noris, as well as of 
Faith ; there might then be more hopes of our 2gree- 
ment: But this is a Doctrine, which will produce 
Works very unbecoming the Chriſtian Faith. Sina 
therefore he will not have it to be a Doctrine of 
Faith, let us enquire, whether it be the better or 
the worſe for that? And whether upon that account 
our Communion with Rome be more feazible ? Arid 


to me it ſeems to make the matter rather worſ=z than 


better, and more to perſwade us againſt Rome; for 
if it were a Pactrine of Faith, and received as ſuch, 


there would be an end of all Diſpute and Trouble; 


ſome particular Perſons might ſuffer by Depoſirion, 


but it would be eſteemed jultly ; there would be 


no general Commotions, but the Community be in quiet, 
and at reſt. But if it be x matter of Þndifferency, 
Where our Author ſeems to leave ir, fo that a Man 
may chufe which fide of the Queſtion ſeems ro him 
Hoſt reaſonable; then he that oy not the depoſing 
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Power ſhall be a good Catholick,; but he that pere 
it, with the Pope ſhall be a better. Now | 


is is a 
Doctrine fit to produce all manner of Miſthief, and 
to make the moſt bloody Work that ever was krib wn. 
For put the Caſe, that we were in the Reman Coin. 
munion, and that the Pope ſhould take upon him to 
depoſe our lamful Sovereign; thofe, who acknowled- 

ged the depoſing Power, would think themſelves di, 
charged of their Allegiance, and that they ought to 
riſe up againſt him: Thoſe, who 4i/z!1iwe4 that 
Doctrine, would think themſelves bound by their 

Allegiance to ftaud by him, and 40% tntir with their 
Lives and Fortunes againſt his Rebels ; and thus the 
whole Kingdom would be divided into two Parties, 
each Arming themſelves, and taking all Opportu- 
nities to Murther each other; and till one Party 
were utterly deſtroyed there would be no end of it. 
Becaufe both would think themſelyes juſtifiable 'in 
Conſcience in what they did; and thus, we might 
have Gnęlpbs and Gibelines in England; and if by an 
eaſie miſtake with the Vulgar, the frightful Names 
of Elves and Goblins aroſe from rhe dreadful Re- 
ports related of thoſe crael Factions, who for two 
or three Generations haraſſed ah, and the achja. 
cent Parts, what Names would be invented for 
them, if ſuch a Tragedy were acted on our own 
Stage, which in Courſe would happen, when rhe depo. 
ling Power were put in Practice? Hethar can think 
this a ſtrong Motive to prevail with Men to join in 
the Roman Communion, ſeems to be not ill qualified 

to make an Advocate for Cut-throats and Murderers. 
This claim therefore muſt be laid aſide, before we 
can with ſafety hearken to any Propoſalss. 

His next queſtion is, Nhetber a Nation that owns 
the Pepe's Authority can be free from Slavery ? (p:. 33.) 
and another which follows (p. 38) is to the ſame 
effect, and ſo to avoid tediouſneſs, may be confider'd 
together. Now I take it to be a very unlucky En- 
couragement to enter into any Communion, When it 
can be made a likely Queſtion, whether we fhall not, 
ar the ſame time, enter into Slavery ? F 1 85 
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ling us how many thingsthe PepeCannor do in France, 


things, made uſe of thoſe Inſtances to juſtify our Pro- 
ceedings againſt the Pope, and Vindicare us from 


Criminal Schiſm ; but this Author makes uſe of che 


ff 


| lame to perſuade us ro ſubmir 10 the A cerrinly 


one of theſe two are much out in the Application of 
their Argument; but ſome Men can make quidliber, 
ex quolibet, and {emp us to Slayery with thoſe Argu- 
ments, which ſhould Fortify us againſt it. He next 


gives a large Account from both thoſe Authors, of 


what not only the Kings of France but Spain, and o- 
ther Princes who own the Pope's Power, haye done 
in Oppoſition to it, and certainly it is well they 185 
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take trouble enough who are in Love with it; We 
have no occaſion for fuch ſtrugling ; they may ſtill 
be caught one time or other, we are not in that dan- 
ger, and I think ic the beſt and ſafeſt way to keep out 

of it. In Conclufion he tells us, That all thoſe Na- 
tions which own the Pope, are provided with ſufficient 
Power, and Means, to Maintain, Defend and Secure all 
Rights. Liberties. and Privileges, both of Church and 
State, (p. 43) and ſo are we too without owning him, 
only they are in continual danger of having thoſe 
Rights, Liberties, and Privileges at every turn wreſted 
from them; ſo are not we; and we are not very de- 
firous of putting our ſelves in a condition to Fight 


for that which we already have, leaſt ſome time or 


other we loſe it; we know what Advantage the Pope 
made of the Straits and Troubles of King John, and 
how his Creatures to this day aſſerts this to be a 
Feudatory Kingdom, no doubt but we ſhould be in a 
bleſſed State if all our Rings were his Vaſſals, and he 
our Supreme Temporal, as well as Spiritual Prince. 
Theſe are not things to be plaid with, and therefore 
all ſuch pretences muſt be fully and ſolemnly Re- 
nounc'd, before we can talk of any Terms with that 
crafty. Gentleman at Rome; bur amongſt all his 
Flouriſhes, certainly our Author forgot a noble In- 
ſtance of ſecuring our Freedom, and that is, the ſet- 
ring up the Pꝛquiſition; it's true, that is not yet Eſta- 


bliſb'd in all Popiſh Countries, but the Pope's Good 


Will and Endeavours will never be wanting, and 
he might have many pretences to bring it in here, ra- 
ther than other places: But, in the mean time, if our 
Author have a mind to live in a place of ſuch Liberty. 
he may eaſily know where to find it: The Perſons 
in that Office will tell him whar is de Fide, without 


halt this Diſput ing, and he muſt preſently believe them 


too, or do worſe, you cannot imagine what a ſtrange 
prevalent Art they have in perſuading. they will 
reach a Man more in an Hour, than he ſhall Learn 
of. others in Seven Nears, and yet I have no mind to 
go to School to ſuch Maſters, AT” 
=; | ö Our 
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Our Eſſan maker finding it very difficult to eſtabliſh 


all the Pope's extravagant pretenſions, at laſt is wil- 


ling to take up with the Meſtern Patriarchate, and 
it was politickly done; for let the Cat get in her 
Head, and ſhe will draw her whole Body after it, and 
here he thinks himſelf ſafe, as having a Royal 
voucher for it in our Church. Ve find (ſaith he) chat 
King James 1ſt. own d the Pope to be Patriarch of the Meſt, 
and the Church ef Rome to be our Mother; and to 
prove this he cit es his Speech in Parliament; as alſo 
his Premonition to all Chriſtian Princes. But then he 
ſhould have told us the Limitations the King gave 


to theſe conceſſions. He ſaith he ſhould thus far give 


his conſent for himſelf, and if that were yet the queſtion, 
(p. 45.) but the Pope will not be content with this, 
and the grant becomes void, where the condition of it 
is not accepted. But ſuppoſe King games did give 
up both theſe; it ſhews, indeed, his ſtrong and chri- 
ſtian Inclinations to promote Agreement, and that he 
was more deſirous of the Peace of Chriſtendom, than 
the Pope, who will not be content with more than his 
due, unleſs he may have all that is to be had; but this 


creates neither the Pope nor Rome any Right to theſe 
matters. For King James ſpake only for himſelf ; and 


tho” a wiſe Ring, and à good Chaiſtian, yet never pre- 
tended to be infallible; and therefore, with all due 
Honour to his Memory, I ſhall take leave to diſſent 


from his Opinion in this particular, becauſe I have 


much to ſay againſt both theſe Conceſſions, in the 


ſenſe they are commonly taken by the Romaniſts. 


To know upon what account any Church is ſaid 


to be a Mother Church with ee to others, we 


ſhould enquire what thoſe Churches were, which an- 
ciently had the Title of Matrices, Eccleſiæa; and they 
were of two ſorts, either ſuch as were immediately 
founded by the Apoſtles, and conſequently in time pre- 
ceded all ſubſequent Churches; or ſuch as propaga- 
ted other Churches, whether they themſelves were 
founded by the Apoſtles or not, yet were they 


Mother Churches with reſpe& to thoſe founded by 


them. In both theſe reſpe&ts Reme may be ſaid to 


be a Mother Church; but this will not make her The 
f 6” __ "Adothber © 
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Morher Church. For no leſs will ſerve their turns, 
than that ſhe be (as in che Language of the Coance of 
Trent) ſtiled onmium Eccleſiarum Mater & Magiſtra, The 
Mother and Miſtreſſes of all Churches. But this the gan- 
not be; for if ſhe were the Mother of all, all muſt be 
deſcended trom her; and there could be no Chriſtian 
Church in the World, bor in tracing its Pedigree 
muſt come up to her as its firſt Original. But this is 
apparently falſe ; if any will aſſert this ker grerendes 
Prerogatiye, I deſire them to ſatisfy me, where Chri- 
ftianity VI berween the time of our Saviour's refurre- 
Aion, and the Eſtabliſhmene of a Cbriſian Cburch at 
Rove For with reſpect to the Churches planted by 
he Apoſtles Rome was late a Church; ſeveral were 
before her; and if ſhe be the Mother of all Chriſtian 
Elwrches, then from the time ot our Saviour's Refur- 
rection till the Church was planted at Rome, there 
was noc hriſtianity in the World and all th Churches 
preceding the Church of Rome, and all that deſcended 
from em neither were, nor are to be accounted Chri- 
Nian Churches, for ſhe could not be Miother to them that 
were before her; and if none can be Chriſtian, but to 
whom ſhe is Mather, then none of them were Chri- 
ſtian. But if this Conſequence be not true, their An- 
recedent muſt be falſe. © The truth is, the firſt Chri- 
ftian Church was at Feruſalem, from thence we came 
all ; nay, I think, I may fay into that we were in- 
| Eat; and have a right to our Chriſtian Privileges 
Hy vertue of our Original Deſcent from it; there is 
no other true Sound of the Goſpel, but what agrees 
with that, which firſt came forth from thence ; and 
il to be Mother give a Title to be Miftreſs, then Je- 
ruſalem muſt be acknowledged to be the Mother and 
Miſtreſs of us all; and if Rome her ſelf be not a Daugh- 
ter of Feruſalem, ſhe can be no true Church. Nor can 
ſhe ſo much as pretend to be the e/deſt Daughter ; for 
Antioch, and others, were certainly before her; what 
Advantages ſhe afterwards graſp'd was by being Mi- 
ftrefs of the Empire, not Mother of the Church. 
This will ſtill farther appear, if we conſider the o- 
ther Title, vx. Patriarch of the Weft. This is a Title 
the Popes are never pleas'd with, and could _—_ : 
| Obs %%% 335 4 
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might never be uſed; it is rather caſt upon them 
by ethers, than accepted by rhemfelves ; for they 
look upon it as à /imit4rion and diminution; not any. 
advancement of thieit Power and Authority; He that 
cannot be content without al; wilt never be contem 
to be ſtinted. Beit here our Author is fo kind as to 
do all he can for him; for he preſumes him, ar teaft; 
o be Patriarch of the Weſt, which ( ſetting afide his 
ſurpitions ) rs more than his Right y for it is one 
chihg to be a Patriateh in the Welt, and another to 
be Patriarch of the Weſt; all the Maſtern Churches 
were ot inieluded with iſi theBoumds of bisPatrin-chdte, 
but many of them enjoy the Opriau Pridileges. Some 
think his Parriarchal Furiſdiftion 1 only to 
rhe Subarbitary Churches, and was of equal extent with 
the Ci Power of the Roman Ptætor ad centefimant le 
pidem; But not to make that matter of diſpute, who- 
foever ſhall read the Stories of the Archbifhops of 
Raveiitia and Milan, muſt be farisfied, chat it was a 
long time before the Pope could be Mater of fo much 
as Iraly it felf, much leſs of the whole Nat. Bur + 
our Author being willing to entice us to Rome upon 
any Terms, fecing the preferit Cafe is our own; let us 
fee whether we - cannot keep clear of him, at! 
think Hs pretentions to us on this Score will be found 
very Lame, and that no parts of the Nef had leſs 
Relation to bit; any e 5 
For the better diſcovery of the Truth in this Caſs, 
it may not be amiſs to enquire; as near as we can ĩuto 
the different times the Chriſtian Religion was firſt Plan- 
ted in this tand, and at Rome, from whence it will 
appear, thar either the Chriſtian Religion was enter. 
rain'd here before it was at Rome, or was brought in 
from the Greek or Eafttrn Charch&; not the Roman, 
and confequently,; that we are either Elder Siſter to 
95 Church of Rome, or that the is none of our Mo. 
be /. Fo this purpoſe it is obſer vable, that in the be- 
ginning of Chriſtianity great regard Was had to the 
Jews, and great Tendernefs ſhewed towards them, as 
being the People into whoſe Church we were Enprat- 
ted, atid to whole Proviteges we were Entituled; I 
Ml FT eir 


ol earlier Converſion, it mult follow, that either ſhe 
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their Law, tho? deſign'd to be but Temporary, yet com- 
ing Originalhy from God himſelt, was to be reſpectfelly 
and decently laid aſide. On this Account, that they 
might diſoblige the Fews as little as might be, and by 
degrees bring them over, the fit Chriſtian Converts 
uſed many of the J7ewiſh Obſervances, as Matters in 
themſelves indifferent ; and it is evident, that among 
the reſt, they obſery'd Eaſter exactly with the Jews, 
and having accuſtom'd themſelves, ro it, continued 
fo to do for ſome Generations after; but when the 
Jews, and many of the Fewiſh Converts, obſtinately in- 
ſiſted upon the neceſſity of the Law of Maſes, which 


in the Conſequences of it, overthrew the whole Chri- 


ſtian Religion, then the Gontile Chriſtians were forc'd 
to ſeparate from them, and to abſtain from thoſe Ob- 
ſervances; and hence it was, that thoſe that were af. 
ter this Converted to Chriſtianity kept not Eaſter 
with the Jews, bur (as more ſuitable to the Chriſtian 
Religion, and the Doctrine of. the Rſurrection) on the 
Lord's. Day following, the fourteenth of the Moon 
now from the Congreſs of Polycarp, and Amietus, and 
the Conteſt between Victor and Polzcrates, it is plain 
that the Roman Church, from its very beginning, kept 
Eafter in this laſt manner, and yet both pleaded Apo- 


folica l Tradition, and I believe truly, the Converſion of 


rhe Romans mult therefore be of a later date than 
thoſe, who keep Eaſter with the Fews, and the very 
Epiſtle to the Romans ſeems not a little to Counte- 
nance this; for that it was written after this Breach 
with the Fews may be hence reaſonably concluded, 
becauſe St. Paul therein lays out all his ſtrength and 


argument againſt the Obligations of the Law of Mo- 
es, and proves not only the non-necetlity. of it, but 
the neceſſity of abſtaining from thoſe Obſervances 


as matters were then controverted ; and for want of 


obſerving this, many have made woful Miftakes in 


their Interpretations of that Epiſtle. Now ſince it is 
out of all doubt from Beda's Hiſtory, that the Bri- 


tiſh Church ( then poſſeſſed of this Iſle) kept their 


Eafter not with the Romans, but with thoſe Churches 


WAS 


— 


2 5” * . 
was before them, or at leaſt that ſſie owes not her 
Converſion to them; and that ſhe was before them 
is the more probable, becauſe it is Nera all 


* 


even the Romaniſts themſelves, that 


Holical Converſion. 


In this poſture the Affairs of the Bricons continued 


undiſturbed for about 600. Years, when the Saxons, 


had driven them out of their lawful Poſſeſſions, and 


cooped them up for the molt part into that Corner 
of the Iſie called Wales, where they ſtill kept up theic 


old Eccleſiaſtical. Authority, and obſerved the ſame 
Rites. But when Auguſtine the Monk, - came over for 
the Converſion of the Saxons he and his Followers 
cravd the Aſſiſtance of the Britains; in order to 
which they had their Conſults and Meetings, but 


parted upon theſe two Heads. 1ſt. That the Bri- 
tains would not yield to keep Eaſter with the Romans, 


but made the very ſame Plea for their Practice, as 


N and Polycrates had done long before them. 
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them, than any. other. Chriſtian Biſhop; nor would 


they acknowledge any other Siperiour over them, un- 
der God and his Chriſt, hut the Biſhop of Caezleon, - 
who according to the moſt. ancient Chriſtian Style, 


wanne Prime Sedis Epiſcopus. And thus it conti- 
nued, nor do I find, thatthey made any Submiii:on, 
till by the joynt Power of the Pope and Hen the it. 
they were . compelled to it, and, that not without 
much ſtrugling,” conſidering. their waſted. and weak 


Condition. So that hence ariſeth a Preſcription, and 


that too founded upon Right, for above 1000 Years. 
If it be objected, that the Pope's Primacy or Supie- 
macy was owned by the Saxon Chriſtians ;. and that in 


ſucceeding, Time his Authority obtained by Preſcrip- | 
tion over the whole Ie. I have theſe things to return 


in Anſwer. xt. That what was chen claimed, was 
nothing like what the Pope nom chal le 
the Supremacy now claimed was then a 


the eee Jef DE Romer 
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hat they abſolutely denyed the Biſhop of 


Rome's - Supremacy, or that he was more related to 


nts, 20d that 
17 s then adjudgedte be 
Antichriſtian by the Pope himſelf, as is evident 1 5 "= 
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him. Seeing therefore the Pope, whet 


Gregory the Greit, who was the Pope that ſent au-. 


5 cufme hither. Adly, Ori ginally when” any whe * ; 


inſtrumental in converting the People of any 
Country to the Chriſtian ' Faith, though they had 
been ungrateful, if they had not ever acknowledg'd 

from whom they had receiv'd fo ineſtimable a Bene- 
fit, yet the Pz//ors'of thoſe Countries from which ſuch 
Converters came, claim d no Furiſdiction over them, 
but having ſettled them under ſufficient Ecoleſiaſtical 
Authority, left them to exerciſe that power and juriſdi- 


dion among themſelves under the Rules of Catholic 


Comnumion : It would be accounted ridiculous, if the 
Archbiſhop of Canterbury ſhould chim a juriſdiction Ez 
in Germany, becauſe Boniface, alias Wilfrid an Engliſna- 
man converted a great part of that Country, erected 
Biſhopricks, and was himſelf the firſt Archbiſbop of 
Merz. We can be thankful for any Benefit received, 
but not ſo as for that reaſon to give up our Chriſtian 
Ribes and Liberties; ſuch a Demand diſgraces and 
oils the firſt Kindneſs, and warns us to lock to our 


ſelves. zdly, What Superiour Power the Pope had 


here, whether as Patriarch, or atherwiſe, he had by 
Uſurpation, and what was unlawfully Tſurped from us 
by him, _y lawfully be reſumedby us. Our Author ac- 
all Nations to be provided withſufficient 
power and means to maintain, defend, and ſecurt alRighps, | 
Liberties, andPrivilegesboth of Church andState,andwhen. 
is the timeto exerciſe;that Power, and make uſe ot thoſe 
means, unleſs when thoſe Rights, Liberties and Privi- 
lepes are invaded ? Laſtly let the moſt that can be 
made of a Preſcription, we can fight him with his 
own Weapon. For if he claim'd by Preſcription be- 
fore, we claim by Preſcription now, and are in pre- 
ſent poſſeſſion of it. For in defence of our Rights we 
have been long enough out of his power to make a 
good and ſufficient Eccleſiaſtical 8 againſt 
er as Patri- 


arch or other wiſe, hath no Superior Power over us, but 
what we ſhall pleaſe to give him; I cannot think it 
a fir time to give him the leaſt thing, when it ſhall be 
taken as a Pledge, or earneſt of Al, and is only like 
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When therefore our E. maler tells us a long Sto 


of what This, That, and che other Man: ou | 
grant, I do nat thin my felt concerned in it, or 


bound to examine for what Reaſons, or on what Ac- 
count they, would do it; for though I would do all 
that I lawfully could to procure the Peace of Chri- 
ſtendom, yet till this Queſtion of Power and 4uthor;- 
ey be clearly ſtated, and agreed on, and well, and 
ſufficiently | ſecured from future Encroachment ; 
(which the Pope will never willingly conſent to) 1 
do not ſee how there can be any room for a Treaty: 
and till there is, I think it may be the wiſeſt way to 
hold faſt our . m. 45/73 ae DIO -; 
Moe have thus far followed our Author in his dil. 
putation concerning the Pope's Power and Authority, 
which is indeed the great and main Obſtacle. of 
Peace and Cathalick Commiunion. Ile next proceeds 
to particular Doctriues diſputed on both ſides; but to 
what purpoſe? For how is it poſſible to determine 
them, till che matter of Authority be darſt ſettled? 
For if you grant Hullibility or Supremacr, you mult 
give up all thoſe particular Doctrins. For who ſhall dil- 
pute With Infallibility or Supremacy 2 But if you de- 
ny both, yet unleſs you can prevail with them to 
do ſo too, all your difpute and diſcourſe can ſigni- 
Ge nothing towards Peace. For let your Arguments 
be whatthey will, either of thoſe Points admitted 
will over-rule all at Pleaſure. I might therefore 
wave all the following Diſcourſe, as fruitleſs till 
theſe matters be firſt wied and agreed on between 
us, which is not likely to be in haſt! But becauſe 
our Author thinks it ſo eaſie a matter to reconcile 
us in choſe Points; I will examine ſome few of 


them, to ſhew, if not him, yet others his miſtake. | 


But firſt I ſhall crave leave to premiſe two OQbſerys- 


tions concerning che Author himſelt. . 
HFle that will ſet up himſelf to be an Empire be- 
tween Parties, ought to carry his hand very even, 
and ſo throughly examine the matters in Difference, 

as to do equal NINA ſides. But here is one, 


wt 


who undertakes our Cauſe Without our conſent; and 
Nke a moſt liberal Gentleman either gives away all 
from us, or leaves us no Security for what he ac- 
knowledgeth to be dus to us; ſo that the Papiſts may 
ſue out a Statute of Bankrupt againſt the Proreſtan 
Religion, for at this Rate all's as good as loſt, and in 
his way of Management, we are or muſt be utterly 
| broke. Only he endeavours to make us a ſorry ſort 
Þ of amends, by leaving us in à Condition to make 
| Repriſals, and inſtead of our own, to take as much 
| or more of theirs, though nothing ſo good; but this 
| 
| 
| 


is not to manage, but 'bearraxour Cauſe. For herein 
he hath out- done even Papiſts themſelves, and gives 
them more than they ask. For the moderate and 
ſober ſort of them, though they are apt to blame 
us, yet freely confeſs that many Things ought to 
be corrected and amended in their own. Church, and 
g are not only willing, but deſirous, and judge it ne- 
ceſſary, that — matters ſhould be wholly yield - 
ed up to us, which this Author ſeems to think not 
4 worth his Care or Concern. Out ot many inftan- 
\ ces, which might be brought, I ſhall produce only 
5 one, George Caſſander, Who lived and died in the 
Roman Communion, is acknowledged by all Parties 

. to be a Man of great Learning and Judgment; and 
1 to no leſs Perſons than the Emperors Ferdinand: and 
| Maximilian the Second, both Papiſts, he writes 


thus, Non negarim tamen multos — 
© ad acriorem reprxhenfionem qu am mani- 


© feftorum abuſuum impulſos fuiſſe, & præcipuam 
cauſam hujus calamitatis, & diſtractionis Eccleſiæ 
Allis aſſignandam, qui inani quodam faſtu Eceleſi- 
aſticæ poteſtatis inflati, rectè & modeſtè admonen- 
tes, ſuperbè & faſtidiols contempſerunt, & repu- 
lerunt. Quare nullam Eecleſiæ firmam pacem Spe- 
* randam' puto, niſi ab iis initium fiat, quĩ diſtra- 


_ © Etionis cauſam dederunt, hoc eſt, ut ii qui Ec- 
cleſiaſticæ gubernationi præſunt, de nimo illo ri- 
gore aliquid remittant, & Eccleſiæ paci aliquid 
« concedant, ac multorum piorum votis ac monitis 
« obſequentes, manifeſtos abuſus ad regulam divi- 


E 
© narum literaum, & veteris Eceleſiæ, à qua deflexe- 
runt, corrigant. (Conſult. p. 56, 57) 1. e. Nr I 
may not deny, but that in the legiming many by « pious 
Inc li nation and Defire, were inforced to a very ſbarp re- 
proof certain manifeſt Abuſes, and that 'the chief 
Cauſe of this Calamity and Diſtraction of the Church is 
to be imputed to thoſe, who being puff d up "with a vain 
haughty Conceit of their Eccleſiaſtical power, proudly and 
diſdainfally contemned aud rijefttd"thoſe,"wbo imbiaſsd 
and modeſtly gave them good Advice. For which cauſe 
T think, that there can be no hope of am firm Peace For 
the Church, unleſs the beginning be at thein, who have 
been the cauſe of the Diſlraction. That is, that thoſe, 
who preſide in the Eccleſiaſtical Government; do abate 
ſomewhat of "that their over mueh Rigo, and yield 
femerhing to the peace of the Chutch, and 'comphing 
with the earneſe defires and advice of many podly Nen, 
do aRnually corrat mauifeſt Abies according to the 
Rule of Holy Scripture, and of the antient Church from 
which they have ſerved." See here the difference be- 
twixt a Gncere papiſt, and a pretended Proteſtant; the 
one is ſo much for Truth and Right, that his Incli- 
nations to us might be ſuſpected, and he thought to 
be our Friend; the other is fo Frank and Free, that 
he gives up all, as if he had nothing · worth keep 
ing, and like a Serpent in our Boſome, endeavours 
ro Sting us to Death, there is not half the dan- 
ger from an open Enemy; as from a falſe Fienl. 
Another thing I fhall obſerve of this Aurhor is, a 
fly trick he often makes uſe of to ſhift off, and pur a 
{lur upon Proteſtants Arguments, by calling them Con- 
ſequences, and then tells us, that being the Papiſts diſ- 
own ſuch Conſequences, they are not to be charged 
with what they do not hold, and let this be applied 
to direct Reafoning, (as I think he ſometimes doth) 
and all Reaſoning and Arguments will be rendred in- 
Hedtua; therefore, for an Ant idose againſt this Pey- 
fon, it ſeems neceſſary briefly to enquire when *Conſe- 
13 be regarded, and when not? When 

by Revelation or Demonitration the truth of a thing 
cos Am ent, that no Une nding Good Man wil 


deny 


den *** ö 
bea be in our ow ay, which is Matter Re. | 
ion) the Ooctrines of the .Blefſed Trinity, of the 
— non our Lord e and of his Refur- 
reRion, are ſuch, whoſe Truehb I am affur'd of from 
the Ged of /Truch, in believing of whom I cannot be 
*deceiv'd,. and therefore let e and perverſe 
Men raiſe Conſequences again 
bicly oc 2 „ ger my Faith, I may 
| yy I oughtito do it; but th hen 
eſp is, that in this Caſe thoſe things cg Con- 
ſequences are not. 2. and truly ſuch, but onl 
to be — s of our Under ſtand- 
, Which is unable to achom ſuch Depths. which 
ſhould teach us to believe the Truch, and enjoy the 
benefit, but not over-curioully to pry into thoſe Mz- 
Reries which. are above the Reach of our Capacities, 
and wherein we may certainly lee Jus ſelves without 
poſſibility of finding Sati action; if in 
ep nce is the Mother of 8 bur then, 
when Dodrines themſelyes, are inevident, not war- 
ed Fahy any ſufficieat Proof; if the Conſe- 
—— them be Bad, the Hoctrines themſelves can- 
not be Good, and ſound and true Conſequences will be 
Ins 20, againſt ' chem, and I may judge of 
the Fuit; thus, in the preſent Caſe, witl 
whe Argur guments pillow Aer _ y and Fels- 
actorily evince the s of Hor of Images, 
| Prayers to Sainte, the Contmunion contr ml Chrilt's 
own Inſtitution in one liuu, and the like? And if he 
cannot, the Rea] Conſe, will not only confute, 
but be -Chargeable u thoſe who maintain | 
Opinions: Thus, if Divine Honours and Religrous 
Worſhip are the peculiar of Sed Almighty, and 
only to him, then it is a plain Coy 
- that thoſe, who Worſhip Images; Rob God of big Right 
and Due, and for ſo doing Thall be anſwerable to a 
God, who — fd, "That 725 2 2 
fo anot w, ſceing moſt, if not à 
r 
chis — _ * 3 . 


theſe, tho never ſo 


Peaks che vain doth he cry out agaiaſt Conſequences, 
they muſt and will effect ſuch Doctrines; and to 

fling off Conſequences in this Caſe, were not only to 
debar us from the Means of diſcovering the Wick. 
edneſs of ſuch Do#rines, but in a great Meature/ to 
deprive us of the Power of reaſoning upon them. This 
_ therefore is a piece of Craft, to gull us both of our 
Religion and Reaſon at once, and I could not but thin 
it fequiſite ro give Notice of ſo ill a defign ; and now 


„ 


come to his particular Doctr ines. 


Hie begins with the Invocation of Saints and Angels, 1 


_ 45 to Which he raiſeth ſeveral Queſtions, and ſeveral- 
ly anſwereth them; all which are modelPd with all 
flible advantage to the Reman Cauſe', but they fall: 
in with one another, and therefore need not be hand- 
led diſtinctly, but I think to give fueh an Anſwer as. 
ſhall reach them all. Tho we accuſe the Church'of 
Rome of „ N and undervaluing the Meriis and 
Interceſſion of our bleſſed Saviour, yet we never char. | 
ged them with downright forſaking him, and teaching 
thoſe of their Communion not to-truft in him, which his 
firſt Queſtion implies, and therefore he might have 
ſpared his pains in proving, That they place their truft | 
in God, and in the Mediatorſkip of Chritt, hoping for uo 
Salvation, but through the merits of his ſacred Paſſion. 
When they treat in particular of the Paſſion and Me- 
ries of Chrift, they commonly teach very ſound D. 
&##ine'; but then did you never hear of the Cow, that 
gave a good Meal of Milk, and as ſoon as ſhe had done 
kiekd it down witch her foot? They begin well, and 
lay a good Foundation; and we may ſay to them, as 
Sk. Pau to the Galatians, Te did run well, who did bin- 
der you, that you ſhould-not obey the Truth ? (Gal. 5. 7.) : 
No ſooner have they laid the ſhundation, but they build 
ſuch Suff upon it, or heap up ſuch materialr 
beſide it, that if it do not eraſe and deſtroy, yet it doth 
miſerably obſcure, deface and endanger it: It is this 
rubbiſh and filth, from which we deſire the Chureb 
we would communicate with them, we cannot do it. 
without taking it in again; for it is intermingled 


with . 


with their whole Worſhip, and become an eſtabliſh'@ 
part of it, and ſo there is no taking the one without 
the other; and whether they are not faulty in this 


1 
particular, is now to be conſidered. 


Whether the bleſſed Saints and Angeli, who a- 
bound with Charity, do not bear us good Will; 
whether they may not ſometimes pray for us; yea, 
whether they are not ſometimes; charged with the 
care of us, are Queſtions about which Iwill quar- 
rel with no Man. But this is not a ſufficient Ground, 
that we who want no Encouragement to go direct- 
ly to God himſelt, ſhould pray to them; and to 
make formal Prayers to them a part of our Religious 
Worſhip even in our Courches, and the public Service, 
Ithink to be not only unneceſſary and unwarrantable, 
and ſo to come within the verge ol Superſtition; but 
, alſo to entrench upon God's honour, and to be an Inlet 
into divers Errors and dangerous practices, which if not 
commended, are yet allowed and encour aged, in the Church 
ol Rom:: and if any Man in their Communion 
| ſhould ſpeak, or write againſt them, he would be ill 
look'd on, if not ill uſed. Caſſander hath pleaded: 
their Cauſe in this Matter as far, if not farther, than 
it will bear; and yet he complains of practical Er- 
rors hence ariſing, which he thought ought to be re- 
form'd, and yet they are Conſequences, Which our / 
Author takes for very harmleſs- Things. The firſt 
Error he mentions hath. a very bad influence upon 
Life: For, faith he, Impii homines & in peccatis 
perſeverantes ac nullam vitæ emendationem medi- 
tantes Sanctorum interceſſioni, ac meritis temere 
confidunt, nec ipſi pænitentia ducti preces ſuas ad 
deum adjungant. (conſult. p. 153.) 1. e. Wicked 
* Men, and ſuch as perſevere in their Sins, and thin not 
* of any amendment ef Life, eaſily traſt to the Interceſſi- 
on, and Merits of the Saints, and not moved to Repen- 
tance, neglect their Prayers to God. And is not this 
an unpardonable Affront, and unſufferable Diſhon- 
our to the Almighty And is not this encouraged in 
the Church of Rome? Are they not adviſed to make 
choice of particular Saints, as r Neat: * 


. 
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155 (57) „ 
fes, to whoſe particular carethey commit themſelves, 
and from whom they erpeck Relief and Succour? 
Do not . hope for ſomething extraordinary, who 
go in long Pi/grimages to make their Ori ſons to ſuch 
and ſuch certain Saints? Are not a Set of Av Mary's 
and Pater Noſters rewarded with ſo many Years t 
rences for being ſaid in ſuch and ſuch certain Churches £ 
o they not ſigu or conſecrate particular Saints as Pa- 
trons or Protectors of whole Countries, under whoſe 
protection the People are to put themſelves, and to 
whom they are to do particular honour, and make ſpe- 
cial addreſſes 2 How long ſince is it, that the ridicu- 
lous Story was brought over hither, how the Porea-. 
gues had made their Turelar Saint the Generaliſſimo of 
their Forces, and carried his Image in great pomp, 
and with numerous Attendants, in the head of their 
Army 2 And yet I have not heard that he did them 
any great ſervice. No doubt but that the Saints and 
Angels are miniſtring Spirits before the Lord; but I 
thought it had been his buſineſs, and not ours, to aſ- 
| fipn them their Employments. How came the Pope, 
or any other, by the Authority, to diſpoſe of the In- 
habitants of Heaven into ſeveral Offices, for the uſe of 
Men on Earth? Is God himfelt bound to obey his 
Orders? What good can we hope from, or what 
truſt can we put in ſuch unwarrantable and preſum · 
ptuous Appointments 0" £1)" MF 
If we conſider the Doctrine of the Councel ot Trent 
in this caſe, it is ſet down very ambiguouſly, and in- 
deed they otten purpoſely ſo involve Things, that it 
would puſle a $ph;nx to be their Interpreter. Their 
Decree runs thus: Sanctos unakcum Chriſto regnans 
ſttes, orationes ſuas pro hominibusDeo offerre;bonum_ 
* atque utile efle 3 eos invocare, & ob bene- 
* ficta-impetranda a Deo per Filium ejus Jeſum Chri- 
* ſtum dominum noſtrum, qui ſolus noſter Redemp⸗ 
* ror&Salvatoreſt, ad eorum orationes, opem, auxili- 
umq; conſugere, i. e. Thas the Saints reigning toge= 
ther with Chriſt, do offer up their Prayers to God for Men: 
That it is good and profitable, on our bended Knees, 10 
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oh (58) 
end afſiſtatice for obtaining; Benefits from God, thro his 
Sou Feſus Chriſt our Lord, and only Saviour and Redeemer. 


And then they proceed to condemn all thoſe, who 


ſay, either that they do not pray fer un, or that the invo- 


| ing chem to pray for each ſingle Perſon is Idoiatrons, or 


difagreeable to the Word of God, and diſhonourable to the 
ane Mediator of God and Mew Chriſt Jeſus; or that it is a 
filly thing to make either voeal or mental Prayers'totheSaints 
5#Hewven. (Con. Trid. Seſſ. 25.) Here might be many 
things obſerved, but I ſhall only touch lightly. If their 


Fupplicicer invocare be taken in areſ gious ſenſe, and as an 
At of worſhip, as itmuſt be here, I know not what more 


they do in this caſe to God Almighty ; and is not this to 
rob him of his honour ? If they acknowledge Fe/us 
Chriſtto be our only Saviour and 8 we muſt 
fly to the Saints for ing and afſi/takce. to obtain the 
Benefit, is not this in effect to tell the People, that 
it is not to be had without them; and doth not this 
make them Sharers in the Honour, and us in a great 
Meaſure Debtors to them for what we receive? And 
if there be ſuch Efficacy in mental Prayers to Saints, 
doth not this ſuppoſe them to know our Hearts, 
which:God alone doth? Let us now ſee how the Ca- 
zeebiſm ad Parochos, Which is of equal Authority, 
improves this Doctrine. And it is obſervable, that 
that the very Title. of the Chapter or Diviſion is, 
de cultu & invocatione Sanctorum; not only of the In- 
vocation but the worſhip.of Saints. And then treat- 
ang ol the real or ſuppoſed good Offices they do 
us, it follows, Ob eam cauſam etiam magis colend; & 
znvocundi ſunt ; worſhip it felt was too much, they 
might have let alone this more worſhip, for religious 
worſhip belongs only to God; nor can they help 
themſelves with their Diſtinctions of Latria and Pu- 


lia, anid Hyperdulia, which might nave. been the 


Names of Holgoblins, for any thing the People un 
derſtood by them. For let the worſhip: be higher 
or lower, ſtronger or fainter, if it be a divine and 


religious Worſhip, it can lawfully be paid to none 
but God, and to give it to the Creature is to ſet them 
in God place: Nor is it to any purpoſe; thatthey 
* T3 7" 


nn nn. 
lay, they worſbip them not as Cod. For therein is 
their Crime the greater, that knowing and acknoyw- 
tedging them not to be Gods, they do give them 
that worſhip, which ought only to be paid ro God. 
When therefore the Romaniſts tempt any to wor- 
ſhip either Saints or Images or the like, I think it 
may be a ſit anſwer to give them, which our Savi- 
our gave to the Deyil. Thou ſhalt worſhip the Lord 
thy God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, (Mat. 4. 10) 
And if our Author could perſwade us alter all this; 
that theſe "Things, are no: impeſed by that Charch, 
I think,” Pius Quarrus, hath put at out of doubt, who 
with reference to this Explanation hath made it an 
Article of Faith in his Creed, which is not only to 
be profeſs d but ſworn to by all that return :o their 
Communion, which every one muſt own in theſe 
Words, Conſtanter teneo — Sanctos unà cum 
* Chriſto regnantes venerandos atq; invocandos eſſe, 
© eoſq; orationes deo pro nobis offerre, atq; eorum 
* reliquias 47 venerandas; i. e. I ſtedfaſily bold; 
that the Saints reigning together with Chriſt are to be 
worſhiped and prayed to, and that they offer up Prayers 
0 God for us, and that their reliques are to be worſhip- 
ped. I know the word Venerandog will dear another, 
and a milder Senſe, bur I tranflate- ir, worſhipped, 
becauſe both the Councel ot Trent, and the Catechiſine 
direct us to that Senſe, and Pius Quartus had a par- 
ricular reſpect to them both in what he defined; and 
let them make what Pretences and Apologies they 
pleaſe to others, that is the Senſe in which they 
would have thoſe of their Communion to underſtand 
it; and therefore, that muſt be their true and real 
CEE dt 8 
Now how eaſie a matter is it for People to im- 
prove upon theſe Principles? And when thoſe who 
are addicted to Superſtition, and bred up, and en- 
couraged in it, have ſuch Grounds to build on, 
how far may they not go, or indeed where ſhall 
they ſtop? They pray oftner to the Saints, than to 
Cod himlelf ; nay, they ſeem to truſt more in hem 
than in Cod; for one Lem you hear of made to G 
LS 2 1 
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Ain any diſtreſs, you ſhall hear of ten made to the Vr. 
gin Mary, and the Saints. And when they pray to 
Boa, it is often ſo, as ſhows. rather their Conhdence 
n the Saints, than their truſt in God's mercy and gdod- 
neſs through: Chriſt." And this they are encouraged 
to by their allowed Offices; for. inſtance at the end 
of the Breviary among the propria Hi/panorum is this. 
$5 Exaudi, quæſumus Domine, preces noſtras, quas 
* in Beati Ildefonſi Confeſſoris tui atq, Pontificis So. 
lemnitate deferimus; & 2 tibi digne meruit fa- 
* mulari, ejus intercedentibus meritis ab omnibus 
nos abſolve peccatis. per dominum noſtrum; 5. e. 
Hear, we pray thee O Lord, our Prayers, which we make 
amto thee in the Feſtival of Bleſſed Iidefonſus Biſhop and 
Confeſſor ; And he worthily deſerving: to ſerve chee, by 
ehe Enter ceſſion of his Merits abſoive us from all our 
Dins. And then after a full flop comes lag- 
ing behind. Through our Lord: And ſeveral others 
there are of the ſame ſtamp for Spaniſh uſe. But 
leaving them, [ſhall my cite one more out of 'the 
Offices appropriated to the Fryars Minors, * Deus, 
$ * ſacram religionem Seraphici Franciſci decorare 
dignatus es triumpho multorum Martyrum pro 
*Chriſto occiſorum, puriſſimiſq; Pont ificibusBonaven- 
© tura & Ludovico, ac ſerventiſſitmis Jeſu præconibus 
Antonio & Bernardino, atque Didaco cum virgine 
Clara. Præſta quæſumus, eorum interceſſionibus 
= | « wore ver; pericula, & ad gaudia pervenire 
Sempiterna; i. e. O God, who haſt vouchſafed to 
.adorn the ſaered Religion ef Seraphick Francis, with 
tbe Triumph of many Martyrs flain for Chriſt, and with 
the moſt pure Biſhops Bonaventure and Ludovicus, and 
with the moſt Realous Preachers of Jeſus, Anthony, 
and Bernardine, and Didacus, together with the Virgin 
Clara ; do thou make us, we pray thee, by their Inter- 
cefſions to eſcape preſent Da ngers, and arrive at eternal 
Joys. And here for the honour of St. Francis, and 
his Religion for fo it is called, and not Chriſt's) the 
per Dominum naſtrum is left out. And when ſuch 
things are done according to the Rules of their holy 
Orders, what exceis may not the Vulgar — 
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( 6x ) | 
And that they did ſo even with allowance and en- 
couragement appears NN from Caſſanders com- 
plaint in th & Words. * Hec autem falſa & per- 
nicioſa opinio, quantum in Vulgus invaluerit, 
nimis compertum eſt, exiſtmarunt enim homines 
improbi & in ſceleribus ſuis A tes, ſola ſan- 
| © Rtorum (quos ſabi patrones deligerunt, & frigidis, 
-© ne dicam prophanis ceremoniis coluerunt) inter- 
© ceſſione & patrocinio veniam {ibi, & gratiam apud 
deum eſſe paratam: quæ pernicioſa opinia, quantum 
etiam fieri potuit, commentis miraculorum con- 
* firmabatur ; i. e. 1; is too well known, how much this 
| Falſe and pernious Opinion prevailed among the Vulges. 


For wicked Men, and obſtinate Sinners, thought they ob- 


zained pardon for themſelves, and favour with God, by 
the Sole Interceſſion and Patronage of ſuch Saints, whom 
they choſe for their Patrons, and worſhipped 'with ſills, 
that I ſay not prophane Ceremonies ; which pernicious 
Opinion, as much as poſſibly could be,' was confirmed by 
forged Miracles. Now it is well known, that they 
do not uſe to countenance the Plea of Miracles, but 
for ſuch Opinions and Practices as are the Darlings 
of their Church, and want proof other ways; and 
therefore this practice of the People had the Encourage- 
- But the burning ſhame and dangerof this Practice 
appears no ways fo predominant, as in the frequem 
Invocations, and extravagant Worſhip of the Bleſſed 
Virgin. Our Author himſelf confeſſeth that in the 
Roſary, there are Ten Hail Mary's for one Lord's Praber. 
d this he acknowledgeth to be approved by the 
Church, and who expects more in fuch a Caſe? For 
what occaſion is there for a Command with reſpect to 
private Devotion? The 4pprobation makes it as much 
a Doctrine ot the Church as a Com mand could do. 
Caſſander informs us, that the whole Pſalter was al- 
zered, and that where. ever was the Name of our Lord, 
the Name of our Lady was put in the place of it: And 
what this is bu: 3 ha Chriſt, and {ct up his Mo- 
ther in his ſtead ? Others, and thoſe, of no mean Note 
haye divided the Kingdom between God and the = 
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fed Higin; and whereas they make the Kingdom of 
God co conſiſt of two Parts, Judgmept and, Merey, 
that they may endear her the i more, and fer Men's 
Hearts chiefly upon her; they allot Judgment to 
Gog, but Merey to Mary. And hence they ta e We” 
ion to-adorn her (who will never thank them for ir 
with glorious, I am unwilling to fay blaſphemous 
Tytles and Compellations, as Queen of Heaven. Queen 
aud Nother of Mercy. Our Life, our Hope, the Light of the 

Church, our Sollicitreſs and Mediatrix, and Jes like, 
'nay, this will not fuffice them, unleſs Cbriſt now 


reigning in heaven, and to whomall Power is given, 

both in Heaven, and in Earth, be made ſubject to 
his Mather,” fo that he ſhall be bound to do, whatfo- 
ever ny 8 ſhe os rang + n 
1s approv'd by Hymns public ung in many of 
abel Churches, as N W es 
LS IIS * n 0 Felix uerpera, 

Noftra 8 ſeelera | 
Jure Matris impera 

„C = OT. je 
and hence Caſſander complains, that Homines etiam 
van mali, &c. That many otherwiſe, not ill Men did 
make choice of certain Saints to be their Patrons and 
Guardians, and put their truſt more in their Interceſſion 
aud Merits, than in the Merits of Chrift, and fo ſubſti- 
Thted the Saints, and the Bleſſed Virgin in the room of 
"Chri#t, to the obſcuring and wr ane. bis Mediatory 
Office And ought theſe things to be Rèform'd, or not? 
Or is it prudence to forſake a Church free from thoſe 
Adufes, to run into one, where they are not only 
common, but theſe eſteem'd the beſt Cathoticks, who 


* 
* 


* & 


put them in Practice. 
F make no queſtion, but that the bleſſed Angels, 
and glorified Saints do wiſh well to us, but that they 
bear our Prazers to them, or are put into ſuch Offices 
as we ailign them, is a matter fo utterly deſtitute 
all. good Evidence, that I underſtand not how 
ſuch a Prazer can be made in Faith, which is a ne- 
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663) 
to make them Omni ſcient, were to make them Gods; 
nor can they be in all Places, fo that if St. Peter hear 
a Man praying to him at Rome, (and even of that 
he hath no certainty) it is certain he hears not ano- 
ther praying to him at the ſame time, who I in Lan- 
don, Paris, or the Indies. And to ſuppoſe that they 
know theſe Things by Revelation is altogether 
oundleſs. For if God do ſometimes reveal ſome 


Things tœ them, it doth by. means follow, that he +» 


doth ſq always, and in all Caſes... Nor is it to any 
purpoſe to ſay that «God can do this, unleſs we were 
aſſured of his 4444 to do it. For God can of theſe. 
Stones make Bread; and yer, I do not think, chat 
even a Papiſt would upon that Pręſumption oblige 
himſelt to fat, till he doth ſo. And at the beſt it 
is a very odd Employment, which they put upon 
God, that he muſt tell the Saints what we pray, that 
they may tell it him again, who knew it before. But 
when we addreſs our ſelves immediately to God, the 
caſe is quite otherwiſe: Fur firſt, we are ſure that we 
ate in the right in ſa doing; it is our duty to put up 
our Supplications unto him, and then let us be where 
we will we are ſure he hears us. Nor is there any 
difficulty or danger in this. courſe ; for he is more 
ready to hear, than we to pray; and further, u we 
pray as Chriſtians ought to do, we are ſure, that he 
not only hears our Prayers, but will grant our Re- 
queſts; at leaſt in ſuch way and manner, as in his 
inhnire Wiſdom: he knows to be beſt, and moſt con- 
venient for us. God is not only Omniſcient to know 
all things, and N to do all things, but ĩs of 
infinite Goodneſs an Mercy 3 fo that we want no 
encouragement. to go directly to him, nor need any 
other Iuterceſſor but our Saviour, who is always rea- 
dy; but where the Saints are, or what i their Power 
we know not; and as God is very willing and rea- 
dy to give; ſa we can have what we pray for from 
no other hand; what we beg muſt be his Grant 
and Giſt; and therefore one would think it . 
enoughto make apy Popift blulh co read that Saying = 
n 9 e REERS 
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| ( 64 ) 
of Famblichus, a Heathen Philoſopher, zn May 
n of Arbe annobey ber Cn78vris 73 iv 3 
rug To bes, i. e. That Men act a, ridiculous part: 
in requeſting good Things other where than from God. 
Here we are ſafe as to our Duzy, fure as to our 
Prajer; but in our application to Saints unwarran- 
ted as to the fi, uncertain as to the 44ſt. 
Fo the Objection, that by this means they forſabe, 
or at leaft wrong the Mediatorſhip of Chriſt ; the Efſajer 
_ anſwers, that it is 4 Conſequence, which they expreſfly 
diſown, and therefore according to his fourth Rule, we 
ought never to charge it upon them, and conſequently it 
is 4 Queſtion, which ought not to binder Communion, 
but then what muſt they do, who do not diſown, 
but acknowledge and dread the Conſequence ? Muſt 
they join in their Communion, whom they really 
elicve in their Worſhip to de injuriousto the Sarl. 
r of Mankind? Will anothers Denyal of a Fault 
cquit him, whoconfeſſerh' himſelf Guilty? If this 
ere true, I ſee not how ĩt tempts us to their Com- 
munion. For their Denial will not acquit thoſe 
ho confeſs. Bur muſt they not be charged with 
bar they difown ? If this would'paſs for a Maxim, 
certainly few would be found guilty. For who 
ould not be innocent; if laying ſo would make 
im ſo? But the Queſtion is not of what they ſay, 
ut of what they Do. If their Doings and their 
ayings agree not, by which ſhall: we Judge? 
if you were Tenant to ſome great Perfon, and ſhould 
pay half his Rent to him, and divide the other moye- 
ry vin, Erin Arr oang and beloved Servants, 
do you think he would rake this for payment ? Or 
if he ſhould: ſue for the whole, can you think the Law 
| would judge this to be ati faction, becauſe you confi- 
dently vouched it to be fo 7 Religious Worſhip, and 
deyoutPrayers,arcRents and Services which you owe 
to God the chief Lord; and if you force theſe upon 
others, and pay them where — not due, will 
he allow you do him no wrong, becauſe you ſay you 
db bim none? When we come to give up our Ac- 
counts at the great and terrible Day of the Lou 1 


* — ——— — ———— 
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will their laying they do no wrong paſs for a geod 
Plea, and ſecure us againſt the Sentence of Fa 
Judge of Heaven and Earth? They may make 
vyhat n they will of bon ſequences; and run 
what Dangers they pleaſe: I underſtand not the 
Wiſdom of venturing Eternal Salvation upon ſuch 


But though our Author confeſſes, that there be 
many Abiiſes of | this kind, yet he faith, hey are 0 
where impoſed. ( p. 59.) What matters it whether 
they be impoſed or not, if they be allowed and 
appr That is Encouragement oy a + bat 
I deſire toknow what it differs from an {npofitive, 
when the Prieſt is enjoyned to inſtruct his Pariſhio- 
ners, with reſpe& to Saints and Images, tis honorem 
& cultum adhibere, 1. e. not only to Honour but Mor- 
ſhip them, which is the expreſs Direction of the 
Catechiſm. But further he tells us, that the Cotin- 
cl of Trent, recommended to the Prelates to be watchful, 
in taking away all Superſtition in the Inpocat ion of Saints, 
and other Abuſes in keeping 2 Holy-Days. True 
indeed, as to ſome ſuch ſhamieftil Abuſes, which 
they could not in Modeſty Patronize ; but not, 
as to the Abuſes, which we complain of; and e- 
ven therein the Prelates are tyed up to ſuch hard 
conditions,” that their Authority ſeems to be of little 
or no Force; for in concluſion of the Decree, this 
reſtraint is laid upon the Exerciſe of their Authori- 
ry, ita tamen, ut nihil inconſulto Sanctiſſimo Romano Pon- 
tifuce nudum, aut in Eccleſia haltenus inuſitatum decer- 
natur, i. e. So, that without conſulting the mat joy 
Biſhop of Rome, they ordaiz nothing nem, or which bath . 
not bas re in the Church. ( Con Triden.' ſeſs. 
28th. ) What therefore had been uſed, might fili 


be uſed: hey had not Power to Innovate or De- 

termine any thing new; but he ſtill further Ur- 
geth, That Books publiſhed by Authority, mention the ſe 
very Abuſes, and condemn them with as much Severity, 
as any of eur Church can polſibly do: It is well if it be 
true; but then the 5 15 their Shame, and the 
more evident their 


1 that notwithſtandi 21 
8 2 


all this; theſe things are not amended ; and cen 


in this matter he refers us on ly to two French Trea- 


 tiſes; and it is well known that the Generality of 
the French, are look d on at Rome, as a looſe Sort of 
Catholicks, and that the beſt and ableſt of their 
Writers agree ſo much with us, that the Pope hath 
a very ill Opinion of them for it; and if it lay in 
bis power, would put a Bridle in their 55 but 
even there among the Regulars, and ſuch, over 
whom his Holyneſs hath a greater Influence, Super- 
ſtition and Abuſes flouriſh, well nigh as much as in 
other Places; for a Teſtimony whereof I ſhall only 
ite a Tetraſtick, which was to be ſeen on the 
Walls of the capuchins Cloyſter at 1 . in Anjou, 
and Copied thence by a Perſon now Living: 


— 


Exue Franci ſcum tunica laceroque cucullo. 

Qui Franciſcus erat, nunc modo Chriſts erit: 

Tndue fed Chriſtum Capucina Veſte, quid inde/? ' 
Hic Franciſcus erit, qui modo chriftus erat. 


It is therefore to little purpoſe to tell us, that ſome 


are Offended at ſuch things, and others write againſt 


them, whilſt they are either 228 or indulged by 
Eccleſiaſtical Authority, let us fee them amended and 
really removed, and then we may have ſome good 
truſt our felves with them. _ y 
Notwithſtanding allthis, our Author will needs 


Opinion of them; till then, we think not fit to 


perſwade us, that Invocation is in this Matter, he only | 


fingle point, which wants to be accomodated between the 
two Churches, I think the contrary hath been alrea- 
dy made appear; but ſuppoſe it ſo, what will he 
do then? Why, then the Reconciliation is eaſy; 

for he thinks Biſhop Mountague (who was indeed 
a moſt Learned Perion , and ſhining Light in our 
own Church) hath as good as done the matter to 
our hands, and, as he cites him, he makes him to 
grant three things, 1ſt. That the Saints in Heaven 
pray for the faithful on Earth, and what if he had 
{aid the unfaithful too? For I doubt not, but hers 

: 2 os : X ; t | of 
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7 (OFT. 
their Charity is ſo great, that they wiſhall Men might 
be ſaved, and come to the Knowledge of the truth. 
2ly. That the bleſſed in Heaven, do recommend to God 
in their Prayers, their Kindred, Friends, and Ac- 
quaintance on Earth: And all this, their good 
Will and tender Affection for them may prompt 
them to do, though they know nothing at all of 
their State and Condition, as we may learn from 
the Church's Addreſs to Doubtleſs thou art our 
Father, though Abraham be ignorant cf us, and Iſrael 
acknowledge us not. (Iſa. 63. 16.) 3ly. That it ic no 
Injury to the Mediation of Chriſt, to ak of the Saints to 
pray for us; but here he makes a little too bold with 
the Biſhop, even according to his own citation of 
him; for he allows this only under certain Limi- 
tations and Reſtraints ; could, ( ſaith he) I come at 
them, or certainly inform them of my State, were the 
with me, by me, in my kenning, then he would do 10 
and ſo; that is, were the Caſe, as to them, any 
thing like that with Men on Earth, (who are 
bound and taught to pray for one another) to 

whom we can make known our Affairs, and the 
minuteſt Circumſtances of them; and who we are 
ſure know what we requeſt of them; but this he 
denies, as to the Saints departed, and that ſpoils 
all; and indeed I think the Eſſayer hath ſhewed - 
himſelf to be a Man of no mean Confidence, who | 
durſt adventure to cite that learned Biſhop in this 
caſe.; for though, to prevent unneceſſary Diſputes, 
he makes what Conceſſions he could, yet then he 
falls on them ſo ſtrongly, cloſely and ſeverely, that 
there is not a lurting hole, out of which he doth not 
ferret them; he doth not leave them ſo much as a 
twig to ſave themſelves from drowning : And if a- 
ny will pleaſe to read over that his learned and 

complete Treatiſe, Of the Invocation of Saints, he 
will quickly be ſatisfied, that if our Author will 
ſtand to the Biſhop's Umpirage, he muſt give up his 


Cauſe. ES. | g 1 
We: now done with this Particular; and to 
follow him through n of his 3 | 


* 
would be too tedious, and indeed need leſs; for if 
we Inſtance in any, which are a juſt Barr againſt 
theit n, thoſe are ſufficient to juſtify us, 
and we need not trouble others, or our ſelves fur- 
ther. I thall therefore paſs over to his eleventh and 
twelſth Chapter, where he treats ſomething: both 
of Scripture and Tradition; but he doth it fo lightly 
and contufedly, as if he had a mimd to drop the 
main Quleſtion: And therefore it will be requiſite, 
firſt, to enquire what they mean by Srripture and 
Tradition, and of what Authority each are with 
them? And if it herein appear, that they impoſe 
{ach things upon us, as are falſe in themſelves, di- 
Hondurable to God, tend to corrupt the whole Church, 

5 and ſuch as no Chriſtian ought to allom of comply 
with; then I think this Author not only may, but 
ought to ſpare his Pains, in endeavouring to decoy 
us into their Communion: His time had beers 
much better ſpent in exhorting and preſſing them 
to a Refurmation ; but though that would have 

been more Chriſtian, yer E think it would have 
been to ſmall purpoſe, becauſè their Politieks con- 
ſidered there: is. no hope of it, till Force and: Nereffety 
halli haye a greater Influence on them than Perſua- 

ſion. But that we may return to our Buſineſs, by 
Traditions:they meant ſuch as are uumritten, which 
they make um ad fidem tum ad moves pertinere, i e. 
to eend hoh to Faith and Manners ʒ and if any ſueh 
remain, of which there is no account in Writing, 
they are tolerably thuis deſcribed by them, que ip- 
ſus pris v e acce ptæ, aut ab ipſis Arb. i 
la,, Spiritts Santo: diftante, quaſi per mann traditæ, ad 
nas {que pervencrunt; i e. Such as-the Apoſtles recei- 
ved. fromthe mounh: of Chriſt, or were delivered by the 
}Apojtles from: the: Dittates of the Holy Spirit, and fron 
then handed. donn to our: times, And: again, ore tenus 3 
Chireþo wel a; pinitu Santo dictatu, & continua Surce ſ- 
ſione im cl eſid Catholica confervatas, i. e. Such as ca 
from the Mouth of Chriſt, or were diftated by the 
Spirit, and by, a continued: Succeſſion preſorded in the Ca- 
b ahrrihe Thus they-deferibe- them, but tie 
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(69) : 
they will not ſtand to them; for at this rate 77 

ble Original, but muſt have the Concurrent Teſti- 

mony of all Ages, Perſons, and Places in the 


Church; and if many of their traditional Doctrines 
were put upon this Trial, they would quickly be 
diſcovered to be Iapoſtures; and we ſhall fee preſent- 


Iy, that in this very Decree they depart from it, 


yea, decree directly againſt it; but they have a Re- 
med udgment of - 


medy tor this, for, by confining the 
what is Tradition to their preſent Church, they ſuper- 
ſede all further Enquiry, and make themſelves 4. 
ſolate Maſters, not only of Tradition, but of the 
Ser iptures alto; ſo that you muſt have no Sriptare, 
but what they acknowledge; and muſt believe e- 
very thing to bea Tradition, which they fay is fo. 
By this means, they have uſinped an Authority, to 


impoſe upon us what they pleaſe for Doctrines, 
both of Faith and Manners; and fui:niſſied them 


ſelves with an Argument, to prove it beyond all 
Contradiction; for it is bat ſaying there is a Tra- 
dition, and there muſt be no further Diſpute of it: 


This is a quick and eaſy way of ending of contro- 


verſes 5 but then again this Unhapp ineſs attends 
it, that when Men are not fo weak and fooliſh to 
be over ruled by it, it creates more; but for thoſe 
who can be ſo eaſily dealt with, they have impo- 
ſed upon them ſufficiently, and tramp'd up fo ma- 
ny unwarrantable and dangerous Doctrines, that 
What our bleſſed Saviour ſaid to the Phariſees may 
be truly turned upon them, hat they have made the 
Commundment of God of none effect by their Traditions, 
S/ SS 7 5 
When they have deſcribed their Tzaditions,. they 
next tell us of what Authority they are; and no 
lels Will ſatisfie them, than to make them equal 
with the Scriptures, for with reſpect to borh, they 
ſay, pari piet atis affect, & reverentia fuſcipit,. et ua. 


neratur, ile. The Conncil receives and Honows both mii 


an equal pious  Aﬀetiion au Reg and. This is a bold 


— 
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and then they ſerve only to deceive us; or by 


Weakneſs and Miſunderſtanding miſtaten, and ſo 
mi ſreported, and thereby altered; or by negligence 
may be laß, and then can be of no Uſe ; but none 


of theſe things can befal the Scriptures; for 1 D 


Men miſunderſtand them 1n any thing, and make 


Miſtakes, yet the Scriptures continue the ſame; 


Men's miſapprehenſions make no cane. in them, 
and for this end ſeem the Scriptures to 


ons; and therefore we have reaſon to ſuſpect, that 
this Determination was made with this Deſign, 


that it might be of ſtanding Uſe, at any time u- 
pon Occaſion, to put a cheat upon us, and ſham 
us off with pretended Tradition, where Scripture fai- 


led or was againſt them; for what reaſon elſe coud 
there be, to make Tradition, at ſuch a diſtance of 
time, and thorough ſo many dark and corrupt A- 

Ser equal to the Holy Scriptares. | 5 


make no queſtion but our Seviawr and his As- 


files taught the ſame things by word of mouth, which 
were afterwards committed to writing, but to what 


end were they committed to writing, unleſs to pre- 


ſerve and ſecure to ſucceeding Times what had 
been taught by word of mouth? and if ſo, then 
they mult be the Standard, by which any pretended 
Traditions muſt be tryed; and if this be ſo, then 
they cannot be of equal Authority with the Scriptures, 
or at leaſt, we cannot equally depend upon them. If 
any thing can be made appear to have been ap- 
proved and received by the Univerſal Church down 
from the Apoſtles times, it is impoſſible but that it 
muſt either have ſome Foundation in Scripture, or 
at leaſt is not diſagreeable to it, and in ſuch caſe 
Ithould never ſcruple to admit it; but there will be 
few of thoſe things found, which in their own Na- 
ture are of any great Moment: but this is not the 
quarrel, nor can it lead us into an Error; but what 
- they vouch may lead us into endleſs Error, to the 


diſhonour and detriment of our Holy Religian, and 
"IN bo. | | Our 


8 written, 
to ſupply the Defect of Tradition, and to prevent 
our being impoſed upon by miſtaken or falſe Traditi- 


than BI at an. 12. ant ae En $i I 


our danger. For when they make Tradition of equ 
Authority with the Scriptures both as to Faith and 
Manners, they ſet up two Rules, and both of equal 


Authority. 


ow I would know, whether either of 


_ theſe Rules be perfect? for if one be perfect, there is 


no need of the other, 3232 a Rule; and if the 
Scripture be not a perfect 


Scriptures 
3 the 


Tyalition, 


not this make an admirable proviſion for Chriſti- 


ans? and 


hath no certain Rule to walk by? That they accuſe 
the Scriptures of imperfection ſhall preſently appear. 
Now on the other hand, ſuppoſe the Rules not ſo 
perfect, but that they 15 

to each other. What if it ſo happen that they pre- 
ſcribe things contradictory ? Is not my Obedience 
then become impoſſible? For I cannot obſerve one 
Rule without violating the other; I cannot do what 
the one Commands, but it will be a Tranſgreſſion 
of what the other forbids: and thus my Duty is [| 
rendred impracticable, and in conſequence, my [| 


Salvation 


expreſs terms, frequently forbids the 


ges; they 


Prieſt is commanded to give it among his Inſtructi- 
ons to the People, t colantur, that they are to be 


worſhipped 


to Scripture ; if I do not, 1 am condemned by Tradi- 
tion, Or what other Authority they ſet up for that 


purpoſe. 


„ d- Fn any Councils in this caſe ; becauſe let Coun- 
_ cils-define what they pleaſe, they muſt do it upon 
the Authority of one of theſe Two, or both, Scrip- 
ture and Tradition, unleſs they pretend to a new Re- 
velation. Seeing then that no Man is neceſſitated to 


Sin, and! 


perfection of the Scriptares, and conſequent- 
/ Tradition it ſelf, have led us into a dangerous Er- 
rer; and ſo we can neither depend on Scripture or 


Rule, then not only the 
but all the Fathers, who unanimouſly 


|. 
1 
|; 
3 
; 
| 


but both at once are caſhiered. Doth 


is it not a valuable Communion, which 


upply what is wanting 


A | 


unattainable: as thus, The Scripture in 
worſhip of Ima- 
place Images in their Churches, and the 


: now if I worſhip, 1 act directly contrary 


But it is need leſs here to ſpeak of the Au- 


yet in thiscaſe, I cannot extricate my ſeilf 


from it, t 


nere is this only way left to eſcape, that 
8 in 
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das it reſpects Sriptere is only Tiſtnunial and of 


| OY. 
in ſuch hardſhips one have the prehemiuenci ovet 
the other: but then this utterly overthrows the 


equality of their Authority, yea Otten wholly wacates 
they flick to, notwithſtanding this pretence of 


equality. For what ſeandalous Titles dotheir moſt 
approved Authors give to Seripture: with reſpect to 
Tradition, or the Church Authority? and where: one 
would think they ſhould be more cautions, even at 
our own doors, and at this very time, one of them 
is terminis, denies the Scripture: 20 be @ Rule of Faith : 
may, when they come to the Aubority of tlie Sriy- 


me, do not they make it to depend upon the Au- 
thoriy of Twadivion or the, ah ? and yet nei- 
ther Tradition nor the Qhurah have herein any great- 


ter Authority than that of a Mimneſc. Now a Wit⸗ 


nes doth not make that true, which ves war 6] | 
but he is therefore a true Witneſs, becamſe he de- 
clares that, Which Was. in it ſelf true 8 


to his Teſtinony. Henee you may perceive, that 


whatever they ptetend, they never intended to put 


great deſign was to advance Tradition, that under 


* 


or impoſe eee by Sripture. 


colour of chat, they might as occaſion ſerv d defend 
e more unſuflerable, becauſe Tradition 


Humane Authority, it is only. the concurrent Teſti- 


mony of all Chriſtian Churches of what Books“ 


Men inſpired by the Holy Ghoſt wrote, and left 


with them por a ſtanding Rule in all ages. The 
_ Books. themſelves are of Divine Authority, as being 
uxritten by Men . inſpired : but Tradition is not all 


along ſo, but only a Witneſs.whneh were ſuch Books; 
t doth not make them ſo, but receives and hands 
don thoic which were ſo before. Now When the 
Rom-anifts firſb equalize the Authority of Scripture and 


Tradi ion, and then make Kripture receive its Au- 
tharity from Tradition, and confine that Tradition 
within the preſent Rowan. Church, they make her 
not only Aifireſs of all Churches, but alſo of tre 


Faith 
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Faith it ſeif ; ſo that ſhe may l 
Tradition, and what ſhe pleaſeth for Bool f  Serip- 
ture, and ſhe may enlarge the Canon, or leſſen or 
deſtrey it, as her intereſt ſhall perſwade her. And 
certainly no Chriſtian Church ought to ſuffer. this, 
who hath any reverence for and eftcem of Gods 
Holy Word, or any concern for our Common 
Chriſtiani + | 3 | a OA. tron 2 Mater 
My preſent buſineſs is not with Traditian as to 
ot her matters, but with Tradition as it reſpects Scri- 
pture: and in this caſe we have a fair Specimen of, 
what they may attempt hereafter from what they 
have done rp © For in reckoning up the 
Books of the Old Teſtament, they make the addi- 


E 


taments to Heſter and Daniel, the Books of Miſdome, 


Ecclefaſticns, Tobit, Fudith, Baruch, and the Mac- 


cabees, as Canonical as any of the reſt. And this. 


theſe extollers of Tradition do contrary to the Tradi- 
tion of the Univerſal Church in this very caſe, even 
while they pretend to ſettle its Authority, they 


ſet it at defiance. What bounds can be ſet to Men, 


Who will dare thus? We can have no other Canon 


of the Old Teſtament, but what we received from 
the Femc, for unto them were committed the Oracles of 
God, Rom. 3. 2. and thoſe Books were never re- 
ceived into their Canon, as others have abundant- 
ly proved. Nor were they tranſlated into Greet by 


the 72. whatever others may have ſince palm'd 
725 them. S. Paul tells us that we are built upon 
the 


foundation of the Apoſtles and Prophets, ( Eph.2. ny | 


but the Prophets ended with Malachi, and theſe 
Books were written after, and it is not improbable 
that one or two of them were written about/ the 


time of Chriſt, it not after, and how could theſe. 
be in the canon? Further the Authors of theſe Books 


are either Men utterly unknown, or very uncer- 
tain, or at beſt much ſhort of the reputation of 


K = Macchabees 
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give what ſhe will for. 


> 


Men inſpired. Nay the Authors themſelves are not 
reconcileable with their Decree, and that Bible, 
which with them is Authentick, in effect con- 
demns it. For the Author of the ſecond Book of 


. x . 
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Ae; in the 2 5 of his Hiſtory, thus apolo- 
gireth for himſelf and his nce, as it is in 
the Vulgar Latin. Et f 1 1 RE: ou 
5 N 5 5 i e 2 
fit: j. 64 The ined 
Ter te it is wh Cam, N 
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cl be pired Writer ?. hee cork 
Ro by a common Hiſtorian N ex oh [be 55 


re ben on of his own ce we 
I 5 0 8 e Gen yi a cloud 


'Witneſſe againſt this Decree. Part of 
11 one Baie as N. ſome other, ſuch as Her- 
us Paſtor, might be ik. ſome times for Edifica- 

tion nk inſtruction in Manner; but they were of 
no Authority for proof of Doctrines of Faith, and 
n y excluded out of the Canon; and this is o 
oved by the Reverend and Learned Biſhop 
fee alt their Objections clearly anſwered, that 
onld only light a Candle to the Sun in coming 
_— and therefore if any defire further a- 
tisfachon in this matter, I tecommend them 
to his Scholaftical Hy jfory of the canon of rhe Holy 


* tre. 
Ves alt this nothin 578 1 but that they 
might at once Gs over the He y Scriptures, over 


all charches both Fewiſh and Chriſtian, and over 
their own darling Tradition it elf, th 


content only to define theſe Books to be Canonical, 
but they denounce an Anathema again all, thoſe, 
who receive them not as ſuch. And is it not an 
irreſiſtible Temptation to goover to their Communi-. 
an, that they will deliver me over to Satan, and to 
their Power fend me packing to Hel, unlets I will 
believe that to be True, wlüch the Saints in Hea- 
ven While on Earth, and all the Churches of 
God alt along deny d! > Had the Council of Trent 
power to make that True, which they thought 
Falſe? or doth the Faith and its Rule vary at the 

pleafure of Men? But further, the manner how 


theſe Books are to be received for Canonical, deſerves 
ro 


ey are not 


(50 | 
hd wel obferved : For the Decree runs thus 
Siquis autem hibros ipſos inte gros cum omnibus * 
tibus prout in Eccleſia Catholics legi ws, ro Seve 
Veteri vulgatd latina editione habentur, pr 
Canonicts — Juſceperit ; & traditiones pr 
& prudens contempſerit, Anathenca TA 1. ny 
man ſhall not recerve theſe [ame 
their parts, as they are tk, to he wap in _ Se 
Church, and are contained in the Old Vulgar Latin 
Edition, for Sacred and Canonical ; and Enomingly and 
e ſhall deſpiſe the aforeſ; Jail Traditions, let 2 5 
Anathema. 8 bie fair to exclude the Origi- 
75 or render them iS For here not. only 
Books are made Canonical, which Were never 
before, but we are obli ed to receive them for 
Canonical, as they are in the Old Vulgar Latin Edi- 


bs 


tion, and to that purpoſe in the Pop aha part of 


2 Decree it is made Aathentick. No the Wot 
Latin is no 18 a Trauſta and th 

deſpiſable in it felf, yet was 2 up at — 
Tunes by ſeveral Bins an therefore comes a long 
tune after the OS inal, when there was actually no 
ſuch thing as Inſpiration in the Church, and conſe- 
Pan can be no more Authentick than other 
ſlations further than as it agrees with the Ori- 
79 5 better than they do. For properly and ſtrict · 
ly none are Autbentict but the Original, and yet 
it this at any time contradicts or —_ not with 
the Original, we muſt follow that, and not the O- 
riginal, 2 891 is trul Authentick ; and 1o if we 
are deceived by 1t mult be without remedy, But 
further, that which was decreed to be Amuthencick 
Was the OLD Fulgar Latin, and the Text of what 
1s Autbenticł ought not in the leaſt to be altered or 
changed, nor can it be done without derogating 
from its authenticalneſs : and yet Sixtus Quintus 
corrected and amended this . Bible in ſome 


hundreds of 2 and the like did Clement the 
0 


VIIIa. after hum, Now the Old Yulgar Latin bein 
decreed Amthentick, mult not Sixtus Quintus 8 Bi 
be more Authentick than Ks and Clement the VIII. 

2 more 


, 
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re Authentick than them both? But the miſchief 
of it is, that by this means, we cannot be certain 
which is Aubemick; and the Old Fulgar Latin, 
Which was decreed to be Authentic, being either 
loſt, or by reaſon of theſe Emendations, in danger 
to be ſo, inſtead e In than, we 
had before into the Canon, we are in a fair way to 
Joſe the Whole Hible; for when we are enjoyned to 
receive certain Books as Canonical, as they are in 
ſuch an Edition, and that Edition is either loft, or 
we cannot certainly know which it is, what is it 
JJ get TT et 
Io enjoyn us to receive Books for Canonical, which 
are not ſo; and to receive them in ſich a manner, 
as we neither ought nor can receive them, are ſuch 
diſcouraging conditions, as would make any one 
avoid, rather than embrace ſuch a Communion ; but 
it is ſtill worſe, for whether you can receive them 
or not, you muſt receive them, or ſhall be Anathe- 
n; that is in plain Engliſn, he Dammd: A dread- 
ſul Sentence for that which is no fault, but rather 
a' Duty. For to receive Books for Canonical, which 
are not Canonical, is to falſify the Charter of Heaven, 
to Hſurp God's Authority, to make that, a Rule which 
he never did; and therefore no gobd Man ought to 
comply with it: And if we muſt be damm d for this, 
how ſhallye be Saved * But ho muſt this fearful 
ee fall upon? Indeed if they may do and 
etermine what they Lift; the Caſe is altered; but 
if their Sentence take its Force from the nature of 
the thing, and the Crime deſerving it be not recei- 
ving ſuch Books, why ſhould they not fuffer for it, 
who went before us, as well as we that come after? 
If they are Canonical now, they were Canonical then; 
for no Books can be Canonical, but what were 
written by Men inſpired for that purpoſe; and if 
they were ſo, they were almays Canonical; if not, 
no Council whatſoever can make them Canonical 
nom; and if we ought to receive them now, they 
ought not to have rejected them before ; and why 
ſhould not the ſame Crime have the fame Puniſh- 
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ment in one as well as another; and if we be Gail- 

ty, how. can they be Iunocent? Now no Man more 
; fainly and cleerly excludes theſe Books out of the 

Canon, than St. Ferom; and he is generally followed 

by thoſe who come after; and had as good Men 
ol the ſame mind that went before him; and if it 
be Damnable in us, not to receive theſe Books as 
Canonical, will not they fall under the ſame con- 

demnation, who lead us the way, did the ſame 

thing, and are our Authorities for what we do now? 
And doth not this Sentence in the conſequence 
plainly condemn them? But hold ; theſe Men by 

the Confeſſion of the Papi themſelves, are now 

_ glorifyed Saints; and muſt we be ſent to Hell forthe 

very ſame Crime they were guilty of, and never 

repented it, who are now in Heaven? Or will they 

undertake to Condemn thoſe, whom God hath Ac- 
quitted ? This they plainly do, if there be any force 
in their Decree. Is not this a rare daumming Church: 
How do they overflow with Charity? Who would 
not Blay to get into ſuch a Communion, or out of it? 
for the Eſſayer ſhall go thither alone by himſelf for 
I This horrid Abuſe, and dangerous Violence offe- 
red to the Canon of Holy Scripture, the Eſſayer glides 
oyer as lightly, as if it were not worth taking no- 
tice of; but for Breeding People in Ignorance, Pray- 
ers in an unknown Tongue, and prohibiting the Bible, he 
can make an excellent Defence: .The firſt he de- 
nies; and tells us, the Church of | Rome is both defi- 
rous and Sollicitous, that all in her Communion ſhould 
be duly inſtructed in all. Duties which belong to Salvation; 
eſpecially in the Commandments, in the Creed, in the 
Sarr aments, in the Lord's Prayer. (p. 168.) This is 
more boldly, than truly ſaid. In thoſe Engliſh Ca. 
techiſms of theirs, which I have ſeen, the Second 
Commandment is wholly left out, and even the Trent 
Catechiſm cuts it ſhort, when it relates the fourth, 
(with them tie third) at large; and why this Par- 
tiality to the one more than the other? I do not 
i ene eee eee 


. 

of the enn thonph 
theirs ; but ſuppoſe what we ca N econd 
of the. Firſt, doth not that part 10 carefully guard 
hen Lolatry and Falſe Werſhip, that it ior it 


7 
1 


Sep not 


Id be knowyn? And for What Reaſon 1 


-oncealed I cannot imagine; unleſs it be, leaf the 


1 0 5 by that Commandment 1s N. orbidden, 
Fit were not o, what have they to py to eraſe 
ut that 1 as written With the Fing er of Go 
Will they have 15 fame Power over the Comman 


1 18 as over; wh bee aud tcach t 
y the 1960 e 1975 5 the N WW 
ci their e We a Hr ting them in the Commani- 
ents ? 


But ſuppo 195 40 kus rags in the Princi- 
ples of the C 11 8 Reli en do, not they give 
en ſuch: other e ions. as ſpoil all again? 
Are they 18 ty d up to their Inſtructions, and.ob- 
ed to take every thing upon their Cupdit 
bey muſt believe and act juſt as chey are taught, 
and muſt not ſee with their own Eyes, nor make 
ute of their own, Underſtandings ;: for why. elſe is 
the Bible prolubited? Some will ay there is | Au 


er, that the Common People Abuſe it; but 
bell of Wt 


Fihat be all, it is what the them actually 
Ws: : and 10 may be a reaſon to take it from the 
ieſt as well as the People 3 but. are not therein Firs 
Words of Eternal Life. And muſt e be kept from 
hem? Was it not, our Saviour's own Direction to 
arch the Scriptzres ? But you. will ſay that was 
ſpoken to the ent. True; 1 
tires written tor our Inſtruction as well as theus ? 
Are they not a_ Rule to us as much as to them? And 
bare not we AP ſame. Right to. them, which they 
| 51 2 But at laſt he tells us, that there are Bibles 
in .the Vulgar 8 
Aueh provided with Several Ve 1 ons. (p. 
do they. not abound too in Spain Cn 72 


i well known that Church will take ang lib 5 
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than the Tepe is willths to allow; and 1 


P.op le ſhould diſcover omcthing in their Werſhip,. 
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t were not the vi. 


be ee, Church. J 
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xxe able to hinder it, it ſhould. be otherwi 
th he) There is an Engliſh Tranſlation of 

Hel, Bible, made, and printed by the Roman Ca- 

aicke. at Doway, and Rhemes. We know it very | 

3 20d that it was purpoſely 1 to affront [ 

. 1, and keep up ſome. of their own | 
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2145 erms ; bus, how, many theſe have you 
fern in the bagdaof the < 1 15 Was Fn 
to ſpite, be: not t it ; and. though 1" 
may i 


e fot . yet all be no uſe 10 
the. compnon ſort. 
For the Publick Fervict of the r to be in an 
ve, he can find abundance of Prece- 
dents ; but — is :a Precedent beyond them al 
which is Amtbewick, Which we are — to ſtand 
this he thought fit to forget or overlook ; but, „ 
bit eue him toi, e ee ba 
Epiltle do Corinthians, cap. 1 exe t | 
T hat EXCEPtY ter by. Ty —— words eaſie to he 
— bow hall it be known what 150 x 4 
the * And again, / I know noc; 
be __ that ſpeak- 
pa yy thas ſpeaketh ſhall be 2 B 
i Aguunt Js. tat In; 0ne 
el to the Church, (v. 12.) No 
doubt but P LE Are ö edified, when: 
1 al not a Word has is fad. Aga 
Hu ſhall be that occupieth the room of the unlear 
ſ Amen at thy giving of thanks, ſeeing be 1 
ftaudeth not what thox elt? (v. 15. ) Amen Was 
to be faid by the People as implying their con- 
currence, conſent and approbation; which feemes 
founded on . Chang 1 the Old Law, (Dest. 
27. 18.) For doing which, it was. neceſſary 
| | 8 5215 s ſence, that they ſheuld underſtand WN 
| Ih ſad, but how to reconcile this to the; N 
Praftice 1 underſtand not. Indeed the greateſt: 
part of that Chapter directly condemns. Publick J. 
Offices in an Unknown Tongue, aud pfeſchibes PR 
the contrary. And therefore till our E thall, | 
RE St. Paul, Ifhall yet think his ab; 


Prece- 
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Precedents worth taking notice of, otherwiſe than 
= as Tranſgreſſtont. But this he thinks ought not 
A | to break the Peace, becauſe. it is only a. matter. of 
=” Diſcipline, and ſubject to alteration.” And thus he 
. makes it a thing indifferent, whether the People 
;  _ Underſtand or not; and lays, in an excellent re- 
fſerpe for Rome, that if at any time ſhe grant it, ſhe. 
| may take it away again at pleaſnre, and fo (to 
1 uůſe his own Fhraſe) leave the People to he at Prayers 
| like ſo" many *Statnes without: ſence or underſfanding. 
But {till he hopes on, that the other fide, ( i. e. the 
Roman) pon the motive of 4 publick * Good, may be 


prevail d on to allow of a Change; as was done in favour” 
of the New Church in CHINA. (p. 171, 2.) But 
then by his own Confeſſion,” it was quickly left 
oft aeain; and as for us, we need not their 44 
lomance, we have it already, and liold it by Night 
and Apeſtolical Authority. To what purpoſe: ten 
ſhould we go over to them to compound for it, 
and when we have done, be always in danger of 
I cannot think otherwiſe, but that you are ſuf- 
ficiently tired with ſuch a tedious Letter; and yet 
I IT ſhall beg your Patience to trouble you with a 
> Grief Conſideration of one thing more ; and that 4 
is, the Communion in one kind. That it was admi- I 
niſtred in both Kinds even in the Latin Church for 8 
above a Thouſand Tears, our Author himſelf con- 
feſſeth; and I cannot think of any inconvenience 
0 Which is ſince pretended againſt that Practice, 
which might not have been pleaded before: and 
2 Why ſhould they prevail more to diſcontinue it 
now, than they did then? I acknowledge that lie 
produceth many extraordinary inſtances, Which 
may ſeem to tavour Communion in one kind; 
but that they are of little or no force, you may 
percave from theſe Conſiderations, Eirſt, that Extra- 
traordinary Examples are to be left for the like Ex-' 
traordinary Caſes, but ought not to be made the 
ordinary and ſtanding Rule and | Prattice, For if you, 


take this courſe alf the common and ordinary Rader 
. | 8 may 


utationew. a8 Well 28 al effcaciam, x 
ment; that it ought therefore there 

in both Einl. J Thirdly, 1 do not 
e Inflanccy,, that it was eber 
kind, Tor eicher there was: in- 
9 Road on/the 
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what obligation the, Tayech lie unden ti vceive i 
or the Prieſ to ge it them; and d the may tak 
the Bread from them as well as the ind 1 
would willingly Know. hat benefit che 0 
it can be nnto them, if in the Ai n wan not 
intended for them: and then what will 
all thoſe gracions- he Ancients 
Holy Sacrament? And to what purpoſi 
prag And warm Erhortations to the fre 
ceiving it? Were all thoſe: Corinthians "Pri 
hom St. Paul 1aid; Let a man nur 
Jo let him eat of then Bre „ and u of nb C. 
(x Cor! 11. 28.) St. Nu ivects His Spevtil to the 
Whole Body of the Forinmiian eee 
it a duty wa with due Preparation to 

and I hope- he maybe allowed t 23) 
Saviour s meant ing much better than any 
Roman Interpreters; and if they WII leave of their 
tricking and jugling, neither 1155 nor Tradi- 
tion will 3 n | nt both 


Chriſt ſkin of? tha purpoſes” 
up this Sacrament our Saviour vinkituted both 
Bread and Mine; theyware' the Pam, winch make 
up the whole: and if yon uſe not both t | 
you adminiſter not his Huſtitution. dut your o.]n 
hientiun. Ile memory of his N Be 
1 repreſented. without both; ou complete Spiritual 
Nutrition is not intimated to us hui aby receiving 
borh: and 1 in our ot trap /Confecration 
we ſay thus, grant: nbat me receiving) theſe:thy Crea- 
tet i B. 20 ant Wine, according. 1 thy Sen du. $4- 
Liar Feſus Chriſt's holy "Ioftitation, in remembrance-of 
Harb and Hin, may be ' partaters »of his mot 
bleſſed Rod ani nlaod. Rs Bunt as Well as Bread 
is-necefſary for onr:badily- Refreſhmentiand: Nous = 


ama, ſo both Bee are * . 
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ma of ur. MW . is 425 
be. appropriate to any thing but 
— — e * 4: 
neſiis to the Bread love lun, or 338 3 
alone to bo njunction, as 


ſeparately, 
the — fee, And therefore 


ing wen will not give the Layety Wat 
Ml i 2d, L leave it them to give them 
Tale ene whet they, Mann to G4 


5 N ue an | 
0 — a. bun 1 they et give 
pe) W& are 
Rs the — a calm and Cbhriſti- 
a Ws 17 and come to an agreement upon Reaſo 
le I Rk Reaſon is, Becauſe it mould 
— 2 doe. nc ane Stine, 
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dy of Men, for their number conte | 
verthitef are by me Perſohs e 


This no ſooner came abtoad, Put preſently it was 

fathered upon the Nonjurors ; and thoſe Who had 
_ learnt by their on i, to commiſer 
were repreſented as a molt cruel and Par hun u 


Men; inſomuch that it began to be dangerotis for 


them xo walk the Stretts. 1 © F bee Man 
wh kad not then ſeen the Book, in the o- 


pen Streets, was accuſed to be the Hu of ++ : 
r 


Meſſenger, and I believe had fallen? into troubl 
it: kad it not been hap 4 ſcovered, that it was 
Written by one Maui 


ther: This unknown E fſay-maker, WR 


| 5 ahd whateyet he'd liend; che effect is this, 
that it is generally 5 judg dg to be Written en by a Non- 
juror in if guiſe; and o "ich lore certain than 


what ey were Slander fore, that they are 
1972 or 2 8 Hfelted; and this may ferve to ſet 
he Mob upon theiit at the next cpp This 


kan -aie, that Men ſhiall be and, and driven 


ſrom their own” Homes';” and 


Whg, and a High-Hler W — nr 
 Whizs,' and a yer that 2, 
Danger 1s no ober Weib. over, but up ſtarts ano- - 
| makes in- 

 fnaving, and ſcuntalbgs: als for Catholick Commu- = 
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 Chndffia#3, as to give ctaſion for it! Theres a . 


not to 
be ſuffered to live in the World; znd upon that 
account they catch at all opportunities to expoſe 
them to trouble and danger; and if ap thing be 
diſtaft ul or invidious, right of wrong it is eharg d 
upon them. It is not very * ſince # Small bur 
Blood) Trexciſe was wrote my a then nameleſs Ru- 
thor, Entituled The Sborteſt way" with the Diſſeaters 3 


4 
| led 


Httle better Uſage, than the Primiſiue C 
from Heathens, ce ſewed them up in Bear-Shins, 
and then baited them with Dogs. But the ſtran- 
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it itadight be put to a fair Tryai I make nodoubt; 
but that it would plauily! appear, that their Princi- 


to Fihfand and keep out 
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ADVERTISEMENTS. | 


A LETTER froma Countrey Juſtice 
5 to an Alderman in the City, occa- 

ſioned by the Biſhop of Sarum's Speech a- 
» | gainſt the Bill for Occaſional Conformity. ; 


The Mask of Moderation pull'd off the 

foul Face of Occaſronal Conformity, being an 

- Anſwer to a late Poyſonous Pamphlet, En- 
* tituled, Moderation ſill a Venue. Price 1 «, 


